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EI6HT PAGES THIS WEEK ! 


Occupation of the Citroen Works 


The Rights of Man-Hawkers of Death 
Michael Abdul Malik-Bertrand Russell 


Leave the Ciechs Alone! 


At ONE of the new satellUes, 
Czeclioskwiikia was noi landed 
with Russian irwps to guard their 
socialism after the Second World 
War Til is is why the Czechs are so 
concerned about them now. The 
reastins are both mieresLing and 
relevant. Apart from Yugoslavia. 
Czechoitlovakia is the only country 
that, up till 1945. had cause to be 
grateful to the Russians: Poland. 
Romania. ITungary, and Bulgaria 
had all feh the weighi of Russian 
imperialism in the 19th and early 
20th centuries. If anything, the 
Czechs were thankful for the moral 
sup|>ori of I he strongest i>f I he Slav 
nations: in the inlcr-war period ihey 
were far nmre friendly to the Soviet 
Union than the other East European 
States, all of them lending towards 
Fascism. And communism was not 
installed in Chechoslovakia on the 
bayonets of the Red Army: it 



Labour MP 
for Chorley 
Intimidates 


Coloured Family 

labour MP for Chorley. 

Lancs., Clifford Kenyon, sent the 
following Icllcr to two of his coloured 
constituents (sec below). 

The neighbours of the Williams were 
interviewed and they did not have 
any complaint to make about ibe 
Williams family's behaviour. The police, 
whom one would assume would have 
received a report of disorderly conduct, 
were not aware of anything unlawful 
It would appear that Mr. Kenyon has 
not investigated the truth of these alle^ 
gat ions, but had sent this letter, assuming 
the Williams would be intimidated. How¬ 
ever they passed this letter on to 
Manchester CARD who have obtained 
publicity for its contents. 

People in positions of ptjwer should 
be G.i[posed when they threaten coloured 
people with deportation as in this case. 
They must not be allowed to get away 
with their racist threats. 

MAG, 

Tlii.s is the text tif C. Kcnyun\ Jeiler 
to Md Williams, This despicable letter 
from the LABCItlR MP for Chorley is 
u further proof that the i.abciur Coveni- 
ptieiK not only gives in to mcmlist pres¬ 
sure but Imrhours .such racialist bulUth 
a.*. Kenyon.—Editors, 


m Juty, 1968 
HOUSE OF COMMONS 
Mr. Wif/tams. 

Dear Sir, 

h hm been ftrougAf /n my notice that 
certain fictions arc taking place at the 
week ends at yoitr house which ceeaie 
grave suspicions in the minds of many 
people who are disturbed hy f/iem. 

/ must ask you to conduct your house 
in an orderly manner or f shaft ask 
the Home Secretary to undertake an 
investigation into the reports i have 
received. 

I hope f shait receive no farther 
cotnpfainiJ or you may he required to 
return to the iand from ivhich you 
came. 

Yours faithfully, 

C KBHYON. 

(MP. Chorley) 


arrived as a resuil of a coup tfelat 
in February 194H. Even Sfalin felt 
he could trust the Czechs. 

Why. then, have llic Czechs 
turned on ihe Russians? Because 
events since Lhe Communist take¬ 
over followed the pattern of the rest 
of Eastern Europe, purges, trials, 
confessions (Slansky and Clememis). 
As in Hungary. Poland, and Russia 
itself, the first stirrings oi conscience 
came from the writers, followed by 
(he Slovak Communists, who had 
fell the full weight of cemralizaiion 
from Czech Prague—Du beck is a 
Slovak. This discotnem seeped 
upwards until it was strong enough 
to overthrow the established Staliinsi 
regime of President Novotny from 
within. 

This liberalization could not help 
being anti-Russian, and the Russians 
liave beconie increasingly concerned 
about it. The events in Himgary. 
1956, have been very mudi in their 
minds, and the parallel has been 
specifically mentioned tn the Russian 
papers. They fear that the Czechs 
wjU brenic away compfetcly from 
ihe Easieni Euvopean miUtars and 
economic alliance system, which is 
whal the Hungarians tried to do. 
But they are unable at present (time 
tjf writing) to decide whether to 
intervene militarily or not: interven¬ 
tion would incur even more odium 


L ast Saturday evenmg a RevaJnth)nary' 
Festival took place in Trafalgar 
Square and although ii could have been 
bcUcT supported (there was plenty of 
room to move about), particukrly by the 
anarchists themselves, il was altogeiher 
a colourful success, with high spirits and 
action to refresh the riiuaiisUc Saturday 
night out. Mostly the propaganda was 
concerned with Vietnam and another tilt 
at the Americans which rather look one 
back to last autumn and pre-Paris. The 
only setback about it was that th« NLF 
supporters filled the square and made it 
their evening. 

Support from other ranks looked thin 
and of little account, and though 1 
wouldn't want to have seen anarchist 
groups there solely as rival factions 
which could have spoilt a pleasant 
evening, it seemed by the few comrades 
who turned out, that most of Ihem had 
Ignored the advertisemenl in the bottom 
rigid-hand comer of Freedom. All the 
same the Communists kept people happy 
with song and dancer improvisation, 
poetry readings, an improvised cinema 
near the plinth of Nelson’s colunuL 
masks (1 even saw a dog wearing one!), 
while the now disbanded ’Exploding 
Galaxy' provided the surreal touches by 
enacting a ballet in the fountain. 
Coloured smoke^bombs and plastic bah 
loons, pumped up to quite enormous 
hcigin&i were much in evidence, and one 
of these balloons, probably caught by a 
fitful gust of wind broke free from its 
moorings and was last seen floating over 
the heads of traffic-cops and a crocodile 
of cars in ibe direction of the Mall! 

The entertainment had to slop at 9.30, 
but the Archetypal Slogan Theatre, one 
of a number of 'strolling-player' type 
outfits which have enlivened London's 
moribund streets of late, drew a respon¬ 
sive crowd to their performance on the 
north side oif the Square after everybody 
e|^ had gone home. The pciliec. be¬ 
wildered by an apparent stream of 
gibberish shook their hcad-s and moved 
off. If you saw Belmondo and Kurina 
miming peasants and American airmen 


than in 1956. dnd the spjjjj 
Coin mu nisi move men In of the world 
would be mcompitrahly greater: the 
British Commimtsi Faru recently 
stated that Czechi>sl»wukin should 
be left alone. So tho Russians do 
neither niaintainini; a war of 
nerves, using soldiers as p;iwns. 

If I he Czech Party is seen lu re¬ 
main lirmly in cunlrol un the 
Romanian pattern (natamal inde¬ 
pendence excliisivcb Rxl hy the 
Communistsh then the Russian.^ are 
likely to leave vs'fl alone H 
genuine oppoiiiiion parties apjx'iar. 
and their opinions lire heard ohjcc- 
tively on nidio and television and 
in the pres.H. ihen intervention is 
more likely. I hcy kiiuw then have 
nothing to fear from Western 
governments, 

What id ihe anarchist ailitude to 
these events, and in particular the 
hbcralizaiion and (he activuies of 
Russian imperialisn!? The cardinal 
point to make is-leave the Czechs 
alone; let them work uut their own 
future and ihcii ideas, 

tafnry* we * wLuL ii** to ^ 

go much furfh^^T j stX'ial revav 
lution, bill tr is encouraging lo see 
them moving iL^wards A freer society* 
where the "bourgeois' freedtuns of 
free pre:^, free^^sfwh, and free 
assembly are now exercised far more 
than is allowed in the Soviet Union 


m Tiemit Le Fou’ youH get an idea of 
this .Mack Sennett troupe with political 
overt oaes. 

In fact one wonders if the days of ibe 
though llcJiS shouted may Be over. 

becau«»c this evening which brightened 
up the old Square no end, giving it an 
appearance of a people’s sireei fair may 
be more positive and altogether be tier 
policy than bellowing and throwing 
money at the feet of polLcemen every 
now and Uien, Anything to puzzle or 
embEirrass the authatities. In an effort 
ta overcome apathy and indifference, par¬ 
ticularly if such ideas avujd the wrestling 
matches on the Genocide Square pattern, 
are to be welcomed. And anarchists 
please fill the Square next time, because 
our solution to Vietnam is still, in the 
light of events, the most practical. 

R.P. 


BLACK CROSS NEWS 

nOMRADE ALBEROLA. as reported 
^ in some ed (lions of Freedom (13.7.$8), 
has been released from prison in Bel¬ 
gium. However he has been refused 
official papers and so therefore he can¬ 
not work and is wiihoui any Income, 
and has not officially been granted 
asylum. 

He is living in a co-operative pension 
in Os tend and money has been sent 
him from the Anarchist Black Cross and 
from comrades in Paris and Italy. His 
needs are still great and donations can 
be sent (cheques made out to Mary 
Stevenson) c/o Black Cross. 

*. * * 

Comrade Edo, serving nine years in 
Priston Provincial Dc Soria, Spain, has 
been visited by his wife. A food parcel 
sent to Edo has been returned lo the 
Black Cross for an unapcclfrcd reason. 
However other individual parcels have 
been received and are still welcomed 
at the prison (address as above). 

S.C. & J R. 


(rights originally denied h> Lenin 
during and afier the Civil War). We 
should also he thinking of vvhul we 
could do if the Ruman.s do inter’ 
vene- some w’ay in which we could 
gel home to the Russians ihul we 
stand againsi inipcriaitst aggres.sion 
wherever it comc'^ from* ami for the 
frecdoni of all people to decide their 
own future 

If the Russians invade, then the 
Czechs, and their govern rue tn after 


rrilE CDVEhTTRY C ROSS Tenants' 
Action Committee met once more on 
Tuesday, July t6. to plan the next move 
in their campaign against the GLC’s 
bureaucratic neglect of their most 
elementary housing needs. After a tiring, 
but inspiring, march the Sunday before 
treported in last week's FRF.roo.vt). it had 
been geqerally agreed that Uie uicihod of 

use fob Since even 1u.'curious houses arc 
not usually equipped with boll-boles and 
buck-passing machinery. So the tenant 
decidi^ to go straight to the top. from 
whence in theory all bancs and blcssingx 
flow, and confront GLC Housing Com¬ 
mittee Chairman, Horace Culler, in 
Gerrards Cross on hbi own lawn; they 
assumed he would have a lawn. 

By about 3.30 pm. the following 
Sunday (21 7.68) the convoy was drawn 
up and ready; 3t> tenants (though still 
really mostly tenants' wives)* 30 kids and 
si.\ "action boys (and girls)'—1 hope the 
East London Liberiarian Group can go 
on living up lo that nickname.^ We were 
all squeezed Into two vans, one hEfed, 
the other private and idiosyncratic, and 
four cars: there were plenty of people 
on the landings of the flai.s to see us off. 

We did the 30-mIlc journey in two hiir- 
raising hours, twisted along a couple of 
country lanes, and parked in a field. 
Horace and about half a dozen pressmen 
were waiting for us. We formed up be¬ 
hind our banners and marched the short 
d!.stance to his gravel drive, singing the 
witty song-s the kids have made up, the 
ladies arguing with Horace as we went. 

He was reasonably amiable in a 
grumbly sort of way. but made a half¬ 
hearted attempt to assert his property 
rights ai the entrance to the drive. One 
of the ladles raised her hand, gave a 
great shout, and on w^e went, Hie press 
loo swung into action. There's always 
one enterprising photographer who 
climbs up something ai the moment of 
truth, and there was a large mechanical 
digger handy in a half-finished trench. 

Then the house appeared through the 
surrounding trees; not an archltectura! 
gem. but very decent and spacious, with 
white walls, a round archway or two. 
and a roof of green tiles varied hap¬ 
hazardly with the loveliest blue ones. 
There was a lawn all right, almost as 
big as Ihe asphalt courtyard for 
families back at the Cross, sioping down 
to the woods and the ponds. However, 
there were no neighbours nearby, Mr, 
Cutler is separated from them by the 
breadth of his. and probably of their, 
acres, so the lealleis wc had brought 
remained undistributed 

We sat down on the grass, snaps were 
taken, the kids ran gleefully about and 
temporarily expropriated the see-saw and 
the marvellous eiephant-on-whcels. The 
older ones w^cre well aware of the irony 
of the situation. In my role of social 
planner and dutch unde I wryly explained 
to one lass thal we couldn't all have 
places that size liecausc there wouldn’t 
he enough room for them. Maybe I was 
wrong! 


(nol before) them* will alnioiit oer* 
laiiily go left as the Himpariuns did* 
II social revolt agairvsi foreign 
oppression If they don'i invade, 
then a liberal demoeralit reuinre is 
probablv noi far awa\ Czechosliv. 
viikta has iraditional ties of [xirlia- 
HientaPr democmev wiih ihe West, 
she will also bo pulled in this 
direction hy the desire to kiosen her 
dependence on Russian raw mate¬ 
rials and markets. The hopeful si an 
for iinarchisls is in the grtiwitis lack 
of belief in all pidilkal parlies, in¬ 
cluding I he Communists, especially 
among ihe sludents^and inlellcctuuls. 
in both Eastern and Western Europe, 
Before long, we hope, (he workers 
will follow if the I ascisis don't 
get there first. M.M, 


Wc uiuarcJ up to Mr i lUlcr again 
Whatever elw he may or may nut he he 
is a polilician. so Ihc whole thing was 
relaxed and quite pkasant, interspersetl 
with the press phutographmg htni hold¬ 
ing kids and smiling. 'Miv Dcnnington 
fhiii Labour nvulji did nothing Lm ynUi' 
We knew 'You can't expect niN^icU ' 
He had xecti our pio-vuit eVxuum 

But Ihc burr.igc o* complainlx aboiii 
overcrowding, rat^. drains, pfny-spnec, 
noise, did prompt him to commit him¬ 
self to do something Ht even said he 
deserved to be shot if he did nothing 
Perhaps 1 shouldn’t have nicnt toned that, 
there are some mrghly odd anarchisfa 
around f 

He got some drmka for the kids, and 
then came and saw os off, kissing the 
ladles goodbye. He wears a beard, which 
is an intriguing habit in a C onservativc. 
Intrigae sway, hoy. J sometimes thrnk 
you and your kind could even solve the 
countr>‘'s housing problem wiihout bring¬ 
ing the capitalist system crashing down 
in ruins. 'There just has to he bags acid 
bags of pressure for you lo lake account 
of in your calculations. 

The kid.s were crotchety on the way- 
back, but the grown-up^ were jubilant, 
one lady shouted out slogans and dished 
out copies of the charier every time wc 
stopped at lights. We were kindly offered 
sandwiches and tea when we arrived at 
the Cross, and f had my first chance to 
drink in the dismal view from the fifth- 
floor landing My hat off to the tenants 
for being so human f Then over to the 
'Rising Sun'. 

On Monday evening (the day after) at 
the time of going to press. 1 can report 
that we got in most newspapers, though 
not the Mirror (forward with the 
people!), that Mr. Cutler and Mr. Vale, 
the Disiricl Housing Officer, have been 
down to the flats, that rats and drains 
arc being immediately attended to. and 
that modernisation will be carried out in 
the New Year. We suspect that Action 
Committee members may get nice trans¬ 
fers quite quickly. We also suspect that 
there will be no difficulty restaffing the 
Committee if that happens! 

Chjus Hill, 



Welcome Out 
Terry Chandler! 


To bo refeased from 
Wandsworth Gao/ 
Friday August 2 
7.50 am 



PROPAGANDA FAIR 


COVENTRY CROSS 
MEETS THE CHARMER 





























on kindred subjects 

Childhaod, Boyhood and Youth 

Leo Tolstoy (paperback) 6/* 
The Death Ship 

B. Traven (paperback) 6/- 
Nigel BaNon Playsi Stand Up, 

Nigel Barton and Vole Vole 
Vote for Nigel Barton 

Dennis Potter (paperback) 4/- 
Whal is to be Done? 

N. G. Chemyshevsky (paperback) 10/- 
Wtlham Morris: Selected Writings 
and Designs 

(cd.) Asa Briggs (paperback) 7/0 
Three Works of William Morris 

(paperback) 10/6 

Function of the Orgasm 

Wilhelm Reich (paperback) 24/- 
Tlie Romaiific Exiles 

E. H* Carr (paperback) 12/6 
The Political Philosophy of Bakunin 
(ed.) G. P, Maximofl (paperback) 28/- 
Revohiltoii in the Revolution? 

Regis Debray (paperback) 3/6 
Memoirs of a Rcvolutiotiary 

Victor Serge (paperback) 12/6 
Caleb Williams Will jam Godwin 

(paperback—reduced) 3/6 
Contcinporary Britisli Art 

Jlerbert Read (paperback) 8/6 
The Case of Joe Hill 

Philip S. Foner (paperback) 14/- 
No Gold on My Shovel 

Ifan Edwards 3/6 
Political Justice: Essay on 
Property William Godwin 916 

The Anarchists James Joll 35/- 

(Postage extra) 


Freedom Bookshop 



We’re Here! 


Editorial oflice open to editorial con¬ 
tributors Friday, August 2, 6-8 p.m. 
Monday, August 5, 2-8 p.m. 

Telephone: BlShopsgate 3015. 

■New temporary address: ' V' 

84a WHrrECHAPHl. HIGH STREET, 
c/o Express Printers, 

(entrance Angel Alley), 

whitec:mapel, ea. 

(Underground: AJdgate East. Exit: 
Whitechapel Art Gallery. Turn right 
on emerging from station.) 


Temporary opening times: 
Tuesday-Friday, 2-6 p.m. 
Saturday, 10 a.m,-4 p.m- 



FREEDOM PRESS 


mre the publishers 

of the monthly magazine 

ANARCHY 

and the weekly journal 

FREEDOM 

specimen copies will 

be gladly sent on request. 


Subscription Rates 

FREEDOM only Cpcr year): 

£1 lOs. ($4.50) surface nmil 
£2 16s. ($8.00) airmail 

ANARCHY only (per year): 

£1 6s. ($3.50) surface mail 
£2 7i, ($7,00) airmail 

COMBINED SUBSCRIPTION 
FREEDOM & ANARCHY (per year); 
£2 I Os. ($7.50) surface mail both 
£4 15s. ($12.50) airmail both 

PUBUCATIOMS include 

Maiatesta's 

ANARCHY 1/- (post 3d.) 

Berkman’s 

ABC of ANARCHISM 2/6 (+5d.) 
Rocker's 

NATIONALISM AND 
CULTURE 21/- (-(-4/6) 

Richards' 

MALATEISTA: His Life and Ideas. 
Cloth bound 21/- (+1/3); 
paper 10/6 (-!-]/-) 

Bakunin's 

MARXISM, FREEDOM and the 
STATE 7/6 (-^Sd.) 

Berneri's 

NEITHER EAST or WEST 6/- (-i-9d.) 
Woodcock's 

THE WRITER & POLITICS 7/6 
VoUne's 

NINETEEN-SEVENTEEN 
(The Russian Revolution 
Betrayed) 12/6 (-1-1/-) 
and 

Annual Volumes of Selections from 

FREEDOM 1952-1964 

each year’s volume 7/6 (-1-1/-) 

Full list on application. 


TWO GREAT ARTISTS 


TT WOULD NEED the arrogance of 
^ innocence to stand in judgement on 
the work of Henry Moore when all we 
dare do is to count ourselves well 
marked by fortune that wiihin our 
lifetime of great evils wc have seen 
the mighty craftsmanship of two great 
artists in full flower. To have defended 
their work in some tatty public bar 
room or in the comer caf6 is to leap 
the chains of time and to join forces 
with some un remembered groundling 
crying the virtue of Shakespeare s line to 
an Elizabethan dunghcad and all we 
can ask is that we be remembered as one 
of ihe unremembered dead w'ho cried 
salute. 

Here at the Tate arc the sculptures 
and the drawings of a major artist 
of our time and not only of our time 
but of that mighty company whose 
work transcends the numbered years 
for they have fashioned in words, 
in paint and in wood, in stone and 
metal, the questing anger and the 
sublime answers that man. frightened 
and fearful, has shouted in the black 
void of infinity. Epstein car\'ed his 
Genesis from the living rock and that 
pregnant wmman. primeval in her brute 
animal slrcnglh* is showm as one who 
is for the first time conscious of ihe 
life wiihin her gross body. The Political 
and the Art Establishment spat upon 
the name of the artist while uniformed 
thugs daubed his work with paint 
to hide their own fears and they placed 
Epstein's Ecce Homo in a public fair¬ 
ground that the mob could pay to 
giggle at it. Today the tourists run 
their fingers along the car\ed tomb 
of Oscar Wilde in the cemeier>' of 
Pere Lachaisc and the Town walks 
beneath the Madonna and Child that 
hangs upon the outer wall of the 
Convent of the Holy Child in Cavendish 
Square for the old man is dead and 
time and the Art Establishment have 
hallowed his work. 

Today Henry Moore occupies the 
ground within the Tate that too many 
lesser men have strutted on. and by 
this act honours the Establishment, 
yet still they whine. The huge reclining 
figures, clean as a singing bone, are 
Moore's seal upon histor>^ and the 
angry young conservatives and those 
who have grown old within the con- 

*'tx>riYvjiies.. o£ faiTcicrs accept tticsc 

majestic figures when but yesterday they 
cried clown and heretic. Here they 
rest within the Tate. Like a single 
pebble on a deserted beach they domi¬ 
nate whatever area they occupy as a 
thing of passive strength and timeless 
beauty. Completely anti - intellectual, 
Moore’s work is always in repose like 
tired runners at a moment’s rest and 
the lordly heads with their faint face 
markings gaze with calculated indiffer¬ 


ence beyond fh<^ spectator making no 
claim on our preconceived allegiances 
and ignoring the pedants' plaintive 
demands not for answers but for rca,sons. 

Moore has been £00 well analysed 
and too often, mocked for his use of 
internal spaee but because of his use 
of interweaving fo^'ms within the body 
of the whole wc arc able to approach 
these works from any angle and to let 
the eye travel over the erotic curves 
until the inner becomes greater than 
the whole and stark cathedrals of 
polished stone or wood open up and all 
within the reclining figure. A thousand 
generations from now these sculptures 
of Moore will stand as our affirmation 
that we would sunuve to their future 
for, whatever greatness we as a people 
can lay claim to, will for ever be 
recorded in these mightx^ figures. 

But of the day we can only note 
that on July 9 the Queen formally 
opened the new Hayward Gallery^ and 
the Town strolled in behind her with 
studied ease. Of the exhibition itself 
there can be nothing but praise for this 
is a major exhibition devoted to the 
paintings of Henri Matisse and his work 
must indeed demand a new appraisal 
w^hen viewed on these walls. Over 
the years we have made too much of 
the light and airy- work of a painter 
whose play with bright flat colours, while 
extremely pleasant on the uncritical 


eye, has blinded us to the truly Tnag> 
niflcefit body of early work that the 
reproduction industry has chosen to 
ignore. 

To stand before Books mid Candle 
painted in 1890 and then to move from 
this good solid work to the massive 
collage. The Snail, assembled in 1953, 
wherein a liny area of flat colour 
delights the eye yet dulls the mind, 
fs to see an artist standing in judgement 
upon himself wiihin a single room. For 
those who wish, nay demand, to have 
an understanding of the craft of Henri 
Matisse, this exhibition now offers what 
win probably be the last chance to 
see a major assembly of the artist's 
early work and it is on this that he 
must base his claim on the future. 
The Breton interiors, with their slight 
affinity to the work of Vuillard, within 
a few years begin to dislniegrate into 
the accepted world of Matisse when 
the brightest colour on the palette 
becomes the highpoint for the w^ork 
in hand and the Still Life with Oranges, 
painted nine years after Books and 
Candle, becomes the parting of the 
ways between the academic artist know* 
ledgcable in his craft, and the ariisi 
seeking a new' inlerprctaiion of the 
visual world. 

For good or ill, Henri Matisse has 
made his mark on our age for he is 
an artist who has cho.sen to reject 
the agony of history' as it flow'ed around 
him to stencil in our minds an uncom¬ 
mitted world bathed in the sun of sw'cet 
raw colours each contained within their 
own i.solated place upon the canvas 



IT ALL 


SUICIDE, by Envin Stengel. Btihilsiud 
h> Pelican IbioluL 4/-. 

The fcasters arc mostly occupied in 
discussing the .suicide of a Chilan priest 
—the third to die by his own hand 
that month. The chorus of praise over 
his act is convauional bur sincere. To 
ail of them the gods of life are evil, and 
to break their power and escape into 
death, not under the hand of either 
Ah Puch, God of violent extinction, or 
Hin Ahati, deity of slow decay, is a 
cunning and meritorious act. 

—J L. Mitchelk 

Conquest of the Maya. 

May have bbem me 
attitude bt the ancient world, the 
Christian attitude has always been, with 
the exception:of some heretical sects, that 
suicide is a grave sin. Tn England it 
was until recc'uly a crime. This is 
certainly a very odd way to look at it, 
for one's own life, one would have 
thought, w'ould have been the one which 
one had the most right 10 take. 

But Christianii. is a religion of suffer¬ 
ing, and it is assumed 1 suppose that 


a person who destroys himself is escaping 
sufTering. His life is not supposed to 
be his own but God’s, and Caesar’s too, 
one might add* Consideration for rela¬ 
tives and friends, sometimes urged as 
a reason for the taboo on suicide, is 
a modern rationalisation. Personal con¬ 
venience is the last thing considered in 
erecting taboos, the well-being of the 
community as a whole, secured by 
obeying whai were thought to be the 
wishes of the gods, was the primary 
concern* 

Erwin Stengel's book is brief but 
comprehensive. Quite a lot of popular 

falJacics uric ttiXploctcd. popui^tr 

notion of the suicide is that of a youth 
or maiden, jilted or disappointed in 
love. Actually the majority of people 
who kill themselves are elderly, and 
many of them are physically iIL One 
can see from this part of the reason 
why countries with higher living stan¬ 
dards have higher suicide rates, for in 
these countries there are more elderly 
people who in more primitive conditions 
would not have survived at all. It is 


This year*s AFB conference is to be held in LiverMoJ on September 21 and 22,—A I! enquiries aboui 

acconimodation and proposals for the agenda lo John B. Cowan, Mefs^'^i it.- Anorchists, 16 Dcvonshirettoad, l-ivcrpooU S- 


Anarchist Federation of Britain 

Ceacral enquirJtJi should be sent (□ the London Federation, c/o Freedom Presjv, VVhilechapd Hifili 


Street. London, E.l. 

LEWISHAM. Contact Mike Malct. 61B Oran- 
viJJe Park, Lewisham. London. S.E.13. Phone: 
01-852 8879, 

EAUNG ANARCHIST GROUP, Gel into 
touch with Ken Kins, 54 Ncrwotid Road, 
SouttiaU. 

PINCHES tPORTOBELLO ROAD) ANARCHIST 
GROUP- Contact; Pamela Pearce. 271 Ponobello 
Road. W.JL Meetines every Wednesday evening 
^t Finch's. 

S.W. LONDON LIBERTARIANS, Contact: 14 
Clapham Court, King's Avenue (Acre Lane end), 
S Vv 4 

WEST HAM ANARCHISTS. Contact Stephen 
Higgs, 8 Westbury Road. Forest Gale. London. 
E.7. GRA 9848. Regular activities. Meetings 
every Wednesday, 7.30 p.m.. at Jony Gay's, 109 
East Road, Plaistow, London. E.13 (2 mins. 
PlaisLow Station)- 

OFF-CENTRE LONDON 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS 

Every Wednesday at Jack Robinson’s and Mary 
Canipa’s, 21 Rumbold Road, S.W,6 foil King’s 
Road). 8 P- 01 . 

Meetings at Donald and Irene Rooum's are 
suspended until Scpianbcr 

3rd Friday of each month at Dennis Fen's, 314 
St. Paul’s Road. Highbury Corner. N.l (above 
Roundabout Self-Service). 

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS 

ABERDEEN ANARCHIST FEDERAnON (SWP 
local group. Folk Song Workshop and Comrnitrcc 
of [QO, Collaler Climbing Club). Contact lain 
MacDonald. 15 Cotton Street, Aberdeen. 

BEXLEV PEACE ACTION GROUP. Enquiries 
to J50 Rvdal Drive, Bexlcyheath, Kent, 
BIRMINGHAM LIBERTARIAN AND ANAR¬ 
CHIST CROUP. Ali anarchists, syridiqali3t5. 
individualists, etc , please contact Geolf and 
Caroline Charlton, 32 Swindon Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham J7 (near Portland Road). Note new 
address. 

BOLTON. Get in louch with John Huyes. 51 
Rvdal Road, Bolton. 

BOURNEMOUTH AND EAST DORSET 
ANARCHISTS. Please contact John McCain, 
65 Norton Road. Winton, Bournemouth (U'in'th 
59509) or Tim Deane, Juliet, We^t Moors. Winv 
borne. IJorsel (Forndown 3588). 

BRISTOL ANARCHISTS, Contact Susie Fisher 
and Adam Nicholson at IS The Paragon, HristoL 8. 
CORNWAI.L ANARCHLST.S. Conlact Arthur 
lacohH, 76 Ea$t Hill, >St. Austell. Dii^cussion 
meeting.^ on the second Friday of each month 
at Brian and Ha 2 el McOec's. 42 Pendarves Street, 
Beacon, Camborne. 7.30 p.m. Visiiing comrades 
very welcome. 

CROYDON and area Libertarians alternate 
Fridays, 35 Nalai Road, Thornton Heath, Cfoy* 
don, 

EDGWARE PEACE ACTION GROUP. Contact; 
Melvyn Esirin, 84 Edgwarebury Lane, Edgware. 
Middx, 


HERTS. Contact Igilher Stuart Mitchell at South 
View, Potters Lane, Potters Heath, 

Welwyn, Herts OR Jeff Cloves, 46 Hugheodon 
Road Marsbalswkk. St. Albans, Herts. 

IPSWICB ANARCtllS I S. ComacL Net! Dean, 74 
Cecnetery Road, Ipswich. Suffolk. 

KILBURN, LONDON. Contact Andrew Dewar, 
16 Kilbum House, Malvern Place, London, 
N.W.6. Meetings 8 p.m. every Tuesday, 
LEICESTER PROJECT. Peace/Libertarian 
action and debate.* Every Wednesday at 8 p.m. 
at 1 The Crescent,' King Street, Ibices ter. 
NORTH SOMERSET ANARCHIST GROUP. 
Contact Roy Emery. 3 Abbey Street, Bath, or 
Oooffrey Barfoot, 71 St, Thomas Street, Wells, 
NOITING HILL, Mcciingji at John Bennett's. 
Rat 4, as Clarcndoai Road, W.lL Every Monday 
evening, 8 p.m, ' 

ORPINGTON anarchist GROUP. KnockhoU, 
Nr. Sevenooks, Kent Every six weeks at Green- 
wayii, Knockholt. phone l KnockhoU 2316. Bdan 
and Maureen Richord^tiio 

READING ANAtCHLST GROUP. Contact 
Alan Roaa, 116 ^mnnt Road, Reading, Berka. 
TAUNTON LIBEETARIANS. Jill and John 
Driver, 59 Beadon Jkoad. Taunton, Somersei. 

ESSEX & EAST HERTS 
FEDERATION 

Three-monthly Groups and individuals 

invited to associates c/o Keith Nathan, 138 Penny- 
mead, Harlow, Essex. 

Croup Addresses:— 

BASILDON. M. Ptnvell, 7 Lingcroft, Basildon, 
Essex. 

BISHOPS STORTFORO^ Vic Mount, 'Eastview', 
Castle Street, Bishon'. Storlford, Herts. 
CHELMSFORD. (MrS.) Eva Archer, Mill House, 
Purlcigli, Chelmsford Essex, 

EPPING. John Biirrick, 14 Centre Avenue, 
Epping, Essex , ^ ^ 

HARLOW. John Denrds, 184 Carter's Mead. Har¬ 
low, and/or Geoff Hardy, 6 Redricks Lane, Har¬ 
low, Essex. Monthly mcclings in ‘The Essex 
Skipper', The Slow, Harlow. , 

LOUGHTON. Qroup c/0 Stiidcntx' Union* 
Loiighton College of Further Education, Borders 

Lane, l oughtun. Esse„ 

MUCH HADIIAM, 1-Cslie Uiodan, High Street, 
Much Hadiiam, Herts . , 

NORTH EAST E5SFX. Pclcr Newell, 'Maybush . 
Maypole Road, Tiptrec, EsscJf- Group nieet^ hrsi 
Monday in each month, 7.15 p ot Brook 
Road, Tolle.shunt Knighls, Tiptree, Essex. 

NORTH-WEST FEDERATION 

CHORLEV AN arc;] CROUP. SccreUry: 

Kevyn Lynch, 6 Garfield Terrace, aiorley, 
Lancs. 

LIVERPOOL anarchist PROPAGANDA 
GROUP AND ‘HU’PV* MOVEMENT, Ow 
BrcCp 16 Faulkner Square, 1 ivorpool, 8. Meetings 
weekly. 'Freedom' Sales—Pier Head, Saturdayri, 
Sunday!!, Evenings. 

MANCHESTER ANARCHIST CROUP. Secre¬ 
tary: Sue Warnock,:9 Boland Street, Fallowficld* 
Manchester, 14. 


Every Saturday: 'Freedom^ and ‘DA' selling 
outside Ceniral Library, 2.30-4,30 p.ra. 
MERSEYSIDE ANARCHIST CROUP. Contact 
Alex Howie, 16 Devonshire Road, Liverpool 8, 
Meetings 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month, 

SUSSEX FEDERATION 

Groups and individuals invited to associate" c/o 
Eddie Poole, 5 Tdsbury, Finden Road, White- 
bank, Brighton. 

BRIGHTON & HOVE ANARCHIST GROUP. 
Contact Nick Heath, Flat 3, 26 CUftoa Road, 
Brighton, BNl 3HN. Poetry readings. Fish 
Market Hard, every Sunday 2 p.m. Meetings 
every Thursday, Combination, 76 West Street 
8.30 p.iti. 

SUSSEX UN1\XRSITY ANARCHIST GROUP. 
Information from Francis Jarman, 39 Harefield, 
Harlow, Essex. 

WELSH 

ANARCHIST FEDERATION 

CARDIFF ANARCHIST GROUP. All coire** 
puntlente to:—Fete Raymond, 18 Marion Street, 
Splott, Cardiff, 

MERTHYR TYDFIL ANARCHIST CROUP. 
Correspondence to Huw Rowlands, 16 CromweN 
Street, Mcihyr Tydfil. 

SWANSEA ANAKCmST GROUP. Conlact 
J, Ross, 111 King Edward's Road, Brynmill, 
Swansea. Weekly meetings, 'Freedom* sales and 
action projects. 

LLANELLI: Contact Daj Walker, 6 Llwiiynncndy 
Road, Llanelli, Carni^ TcL Llanelli 2548 

EAST LONDON 
LIBERTARIAN FEDERATION 

Support wanted for numerous activities in area. 
Secretory: Anthony Matthews, 35 Mayvilic Road, 
London^ E.lL Meetings fortnightly on Sunday:^ 
at Ron Bailey's, 128 Mainauh Road, E.ll <LFY 
8059). Ten minutes from Leyionstone Under-^ 
ground. 

LEYIONSTONE GROUP, Get in touch with 
Anthony Matthews or Ron Bailey (address as 
above). 

STEPNEY, Trevor Jackales, 10 St. Vincent de 
Paul House, Dempsey Street, Clieby Estate, EJ. 
NEWHAM, F. Rowe, 100 Henderson Koiid, E.7, 
II.FdRD, Dd Leverton, 12 Hamilton Avenue, 
lUord. 

OiVGENHAM, Alan Elliot, 93 Hatfield Road, 
Dagcnhnm. 

W'OODKORD, Douglas Hawkes, 123 Hermon 
Hill. E 18. 

WALTHAMSTOW, Desmond MacDonald. 80 
Marlin Road. E. 17. 

IJMEIIOUSE, M, Solof, 202 East Ferry Road, 

IfuDENT GROUPS 

There arc groups nt East Anglia University, Liver- 
pncil University. L$H, Oxford University, Sheffield 
UnivcrJ;iLy, Southwark College, Sussex University 
and College of St. Mark & St. John, Chelsea. 
For reasons of space we arc leaving these out 
during the vacation. 

SCOTTISH 

ANARCHIST FEDERATION 

Secretary: Dave Cnull (see Montrose). 

Groups and Proposed Groups:— 


offering: neither protest nor 
onl\ ihc blind glory of the sun 
DcAth in its blind greed hw'* clffifricd 
this old man as well as it will all 
men, and in an ag^ ihai has grown to 
fear the light of anificiHl suns one 
must question the art of the hour and 
ask of its audience what it is that ibo> 
fear, for there comes that tinre when 
the Flower Children must prepare for 
the inevitable winter and wc caaaol 
hide them, not even w^ithin the tomb 
of the Hayv\^rd Gal!cr\ 

It is indeed sad and mildly conical 
that I his massive prison of a building 
should choose to claim our attention 
with Henri Matisse who loved light 
beyond all else, for this gallery, huddled 
like unto some sullen beast alongside 
the w-aters of the muddy Thames, was 
never meant for the sweet and gentle 
passages of the painters brush. It is 
a negation of all that men dream a 
gallery should be. Cast in poured 
concrete without a window to face the 
men and women who hourly pass 
across the living river, ihis gallery pos* 
sesses all the bleak horror of the 
Teutonic nineteen twenties, neither castle 
nor keep, but an eyeless prison without 
the sun or the northern light to mark 
the way of the outside world. No 
longer need we gaze with sad awe at 
the ruined prisons of Pirancsi^s Careen 
d^Invenzione for wc are now building 
them in ihc new and fashionable bru¬ 
tal ism of the mode and its first prisoner 
is Henri Maiisse, Prince of Light. 

Arthur Movse. 


not due to moral weakness caused by 
living too comfortably. 

Perhaps the popular idea is more 
closely approached i n universities. 
Thiuigh here ii is not so much di^,- 
appoinlcd love as the pressure lo pass 
examinations. I remember going to 
speak to an anarchisl group in Cam- 
bridge, and the information they gave 
me on this lopic was horrifying. Ac¬ 
cording to what I was lold ihcro were 
about three suicides a year, and many 
more a I tempted suicides and wild and 
mad actions, which were not necessarily i 
self-destructive (.smashing ihc plate glass 1 
windows of shops for example). These 
were due to pressures caused by over¬ 
work. Of course iherc arc thousands 
of students there, and ihc number of 
such actions taken together is very 

snia^n. Wh.at wan horrifying fhe/r 

regularity, and (he way they had come 
lo be accepted, ViVtc road acc'vdc.TWs, 
among the gencra'l population. 

Today most of the students in this 
country depend on public grants which 
they lose if they do not pass their 
examinations within strictly limited 
periods. Reasonable though the re¬ 
quirements are from ihe point of view 
of the authorities that give the grants 

Coiiliiiueil on page 8 


ABERDEEN ANARCHIST FEDERATION, Corr 
tael Bob Comrie, 288 Hardgaic or Lit Smith, 3 
Siriclair Road. 

FIFE. Contact Bob and Una Turnbull, 39 SirMh- 
eden Park, Slrathcdcn Hospital, by Cupar, 
GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP, Contact 
Robert Lynn, 16 Ross Street, C.L 
HAMILTON DISTRICT FEDERATION OF 
ANARCHISTS. Contact Ronnie Anderson, 100 
Union Street, New Steve ns Eon. 

MONTROSE, Contact Dave Coull, 3 Eskview 
Terrace* Ferryden. 

LIBERTARIAN TEACHERS’ 
ASSOCIATION 

Meetings—discussions—acUviUes. Contact Peter 
Ford, 36 Devonshire Road, Mill Hill, Londoa, 
n:w.7. 

VOLUNTARY WORK TEAM 

Forwarding! address: 11 Barway Road, Manchesler, 

21. (See Contact Column for present work pri> 
jectO 

ABROAD 

AUSTRALIA, Federalion of AustraEian Anaf- 
chist|, P.O. BOhX a 389, Sydney South. Pubik 
meetinits every Sunday in the Domain. 2 p.m 
and Mondays, 72 Oxford Street, Paddington, 
Sydney, 8 p.m. 

EAST AFRICA. George Matthews would like to 
moke contact. Secondary school teacher fron 
UK- PO Box 90. Kakamega, Kangri 
USA, James W. Cain, secretary, the Anarchht 
Committee of Correspondence, 323 Fourth Street. 
Cfoouct, Minnesota 55720, USA. 
G|lOlJ7-(T)R£ASON. Auatralimn AiurcbuU, c/o 
Melbourne Univeratty Union or Paddy Evans, 
c/o the same. 

MELBOURNE, Get in touch with Bob Hookin'^ 
and Margie Rojo, P.O. Box 192, Carlton South 
3053. Public meetings at Yarra Bank, Melbourne. 
Secretary: Dave Coull fscc Montrose). 

DANISH ANARCHIST ELDERATiON, Golheis- 
gade. 27, Viborg, Denmark. 

VANCOUVKRj B.C,, CANADA, Anyone iotere^' 
ted in forming anarchist and/or direct aclice 
peace group contact E>erek A. James, 1844 
Grand Boulevard, North Vancouver, BC. 
Canada. TcLt 987-2693. 

USA; VERMONT. New Hampshire Anarchid 
Group. Meets week^ — discussion, itidlviduol 
action. Contact Ed. Strauss at RFD 2, Wood- 
stock, Vermont 05091, USA, 

.SWEDEN, Stockholm Anarchist Federatinn 
Contact Nadir. Box 19104, Stockholm 19, Sweden 
SiyEHEN; Libertad. Altmiina Vagen 6, Gothen- 
bufp V, 

TORONTO ANARCHIST CROUP, Contxcl 
R, CampbclL 219 Toryorfc Drive, Weiioi>. 
Ontario, Canada. Weekly meetings. 

BELGIUMi LIEGE, Provos, c/o Jacques Charlie'. 

II Avenue de la Laiteric. Scles^lni-Licge, Bdgrum * 

PROPOSED GROUPS 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS & PENBITRV. Please 
contact Mr. R, F WiMiamsi, 13 Bcllicld RouJ. 
Tunbridpe Wells, Kent. 

MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY, Conlact M.U 
Don or Bill Jamieson, 14 Vicloria Road. Man¬ 
chester 14, 

















OCCUPAnON OF THE CITROEN WORKS 


^PHE ACTION COMMJTTEES bom throughoui France ni ttic end of 
^ May transcend half a cenlur>' of left-wing political activity. Drawing 
their miJiuints from every left-wing sect and party* from social dcnujcrats 
fa anarchists* the Action Committees give new life to goals long forgotten 
b> the scKialisi movement: they give new content to forms of action which 
existed in Europe during the French Revolution; they introduce into I he 
socialist movement altogether new forms of local participation and 
creative social activity. 

This article will trace the development, during the last ten days of May. 
of a committee fthe *Warkers-Studeiits Action Commiltee—Citroen'') whose 
primary task was to connect the 'student Tnovemcni' with I he workers of 
the Citroen automobile plants in and around Parrs. 

On Tuesday. May 21. a strike committee representing the workers of 
the Citroen plants called for a strike of unlimited duration, llic factory 
owners immediately called for 'state powers to lake the measures which 
are indispensable for the assurance of the freedom of labour and free access 
to Ihc faclories for those who want to work.' (Le Ufonde, May 23.) 

The stime day that the owners called for police intervention, students, 
young w'orkei^ and teachers who* on previous days had fought the police 
on The streets of Paris, formed the ‘Citroen Action Committee' at the 
Censier centre of the University of Paris, The first aim of the Action 
Committee was to co-operate with the factory's strike commilice in bringing 
about an occupation of the factory. The Action Committee's long-term 
goal was lo help bring about a revolulionary silualion which would lead 
to the destruction of capitalist society and the creation of new social 
relations. 

Action Commiltee Citroen is composed of young French and foreign 
workers and intellectuals who, from the committee's inception^ hud equal 
power and equal voice in the formulation of the committee's projects and 
methods- The committee did not begin with, and has not acquired, cither 
a fixed programme or fixed organizational structure. The bond w-hich 
holds together former militants of radical-left nrganizalions and yoimg 
people who liad never before engaged in political activity* is an uncom¬ 
promising determination to disinantle the capitalist society against whose 
police forces they had all fought in the streets. 

The committee has no fixed membersliip; every' individual who Uikcs 
part in a daily meeling or action is a pariicipating member. Anyone who 
thinks enough people have gathered together to constitute a mccLing can 
preside: there is no permanent president. The order of the discussion is 
established at the beginning of the meeting: the subject:; lo be discussed 
can be proposed by any member. The commiltee is autonomous in the 
sense that it does not recognize the iegidmacy of any ‘higher' body or any 
‘external aulhoriiy*. The committee's projects are not realizations of pre¬ 
determined plans, bul arc responses to social situations. Thus a project 
comes to an end as soon as a situation changes* and a new' project is con¬ 
ceived, discussed, and put into action in response to a new situation. 


ihc onra who hati (ne strike 

However, the union, vijljkc the 
mn%'cmcni and ynlikci nc ^QrJccru who 
had imhaicd ihc strikev callmR 

for expropriation of the factories from 
their capiCaltst owners 
creation of a new society 
funcdonarics of the <^^^aimunisi unior 
were calling for higher tvages and im¬ 
proved working conditions, within the 
context of capitalisi society, 
functionaries strcnuoitsly opposc^j 
distribution of the Action Committee s 
leallets. on the ground that their distri- 
butiofi would 'disrupt the unity of the 
workers' and would ‘create confusion' 

The union funciionarics did not spend 
too much lime arguing with the Action 
Committee militants because the factory 
occupation did not take pi^ce ^5 
had 'plaiinccf ii. 

Sixty per cent of the labour force 
of the Citroen planis are foreign 
workers, and the >^st tuajority of them 
arc not in the COT fnor ip ,^allcr 
unions). When a small number of 
union members entered ihe factory' in 
order lo occupy it. they ^v^re kept out 
of the workshops by factory poficemen 
pla^d inside by the owners. The vast 
majority of the foreign workers did 
not accompany (he union members into 
the factory: the foreign workers stood 
outside and watched. The union ofliciab 
made a great elTorl la translate the 
written speeches into some of the Ian- 
euages of the forciin workers. The 
foreign workers listened to the loud- 
speukera with indilToTcnce and at limes 
even hostility. 

FLI \fm t)N A R| liS M .\ NOEl ] V l( E 

At that pom I ihc union officials 
popped trying to chase away the Action 
Commiticc agitators; in fact, the offi¬ 
cials decided to use the agitators. Among 
the agitators there were young people 
who spoke all the languages of the 
foreign workers, and the young people 
mingled freely with the foreign workers. 
On the other hand, rhe union officials, 
seasoned bureaucrats, were Enstiujlionally 


pying workers. Once again they found 
themselves unwelcome. A large r^ 
flag flew outside the factory gate, but 
the young mil Elan is found the gate 
closed to them A! the entrances to 
the factories stood union officiah who 
explained ihey were under strict orders 
(from the union's—and the CP's—central 
committee) not lo let students or other 
outsiders inside the factory. The young 
agiiators explained that they had played 
a crucial role in the factory’s occu¬ 
pation, bul the expression on (he faces 
of the union functionaries merely 
hardened. 

That evening the Citroen Action 
Committee had an urgent meeting The 
committee's members were furious. Until 
now, they said, they had 00 -operated 
with the union; ihcy had avoided an 
open confrontation. Their co-operative 
attitude had made no difference (o the 
union offielaH; the committee militants 
had merely let thenrsclves be used by 
the functionaries, and once used up. 
they were rejected. Ft was about time 
to confront (he union openly The 
Commiltee drafted a new leaflet, one 
which called on the workers to push 
past the union and take control of 
the factory into their own hands. 

THE LEAFLE'r 

'Workers, now you are the mO-stera 
of your factory. You are no longer 
controlled by the owner or by the 
stale. ric careful not to fall under 
the control of a new power,' the leaflet 
begins. All of you. French as well 
as foreign workers, have the right to 
talk Don't let the loudspeakers talk 
for you, , . Only you can decide what 
to produce, how much, and for whom 
Don't let anyone take that power from 
you. If a group makes your decisions 
instead nf you* if a group ums loud¬ 
speakers to yell to you what decisions 
"wc" reached, then this group docs 
not seek to help you. but to control you ' 
('Travatlleursr Comitc d'Action Tra- 
va i lie UTS-Bludi ants. Censier.) 

Due to the presence of union guards 


the leaflet explmn? However, ihtf katflei 
contmucs. the polittcil parliffis md 
unions were not at the origin of 
sinkc. The decisions were those of 
thL Strikers themselves, whether unionized 
or not For this reason* the workers 
have to regain control over Ihcir work 
organizations. All sinkers, unionized 
or not. unite in a Permanent General 
Assembly f In ihis Assembly, the workers 
themselves will freely determine their 
action and their goals.' 

This call for the formation of Genera] 
Assemblies inside the factonts represents 
an appeal to expropriate the capitalist 
class, namely an appeal for insurrection 
With the formation of a General Assem’ 
bly (lometimcs also called a C'onsliluenl 
Assembly) as the decision-making body 
inside the factOD', Ih® power of ihe stale, 
the owner as well as the union, ce&ses 
to be legitimate In other words* the 
General Assembly of alt Ihc workers in 
the factory becomes the only legitimate 
dcctsLon-making power; the state is by¬ 
passed, the capitalist is expropriated, 
and the union ceases to be the spokes¬ 
man for the workers and becomes simply 
another pressure group inside the 
General Asscinblv 

Unable lo communicate these ideas to 
the workers at the factory* ihc t lUocn 
Action Committee drafted a new project 
Since 50^., of ihc factory'’s workers arc 
foreign* and .since the foreign workers 
live in -Special housing projects provided 
for them by the factory owncis. the 
Citroen Aciion C ummEitce decided to 
reach the foreign workers nt their homes. 
The foreign workers were spending their 
days at their living quarters since they 
were no longer able lo transport ihcm- 
j?elvcs to the factor res (Ihe transport to 
the factories is also furnished by the 
faciory owners, and wa*s obviously nut 
being furnished during the sirikc) 

Since this project was eoncejved dur¬ 
ing a period when iransport was scarce 
in Paris* most of the parlicipunts had to 
hitch-hike to the housing centres. J^cvcral 
related projects were suggesicd by the 
Action Committee miliumts to the foreign 
workers. First of all the foreign w^irkcrs 
were encouraged to help those strikers 
who were calling for worker-conir<jl oF 
the factories, and noi merely for wage 
rises. And secondly, the foreign workers 
were encouraged to organize llicm.selves 





I M’ERN A1 ION ALIffM 

Another leaflet was ihe first public 
announcement of the committee's uncom¬ 
promising inicrnaiionaJism. 'Hundreds 
of thousands of foreign workers arc rm- 
ported like any other commodity useful 
lo capitalism, and the government goes 
so far as to organize clandestine immi¬ 
gration from Portugal. thus unveiling 
itself as a slave-driver.’ 

The leaflet continues: ‘All that has to 
end. The foreign workers contribute, 
throiugh tbcjr labour, in ihe creation of 
the wealth of French society. . It is 
therefore up to revolutionary workers 
and siiidcnts to see to it that the foreign 
workers acquire the loiality of ihcir poli¬ 
tical and union rights. This is ihe con- 
Crete basis for intemationalism,' TTra- 
vailletirs Etrangers’, Comile d'Aciion, 
( cn.sier.l 


Al fj a m. on the morning of the 
occupation, when the Citroen workers 
approached their factories, they were 
greeted by young workers, students and 
teachers distributing the orange and 
green leaflets. On that morning, however, 
(he young Action Comm nice militants 
were greeted by two surprises, lurst of 
all. they found the functionaries of the 
CGT fthe communist unton) calling lor 
(he occupution of (be factory, and 
secondly, they were approached by the 
union functionaries and told to go home. 

On previous days, the CGT hatl 
opposed Ihc spreading strike wave and 
the occupation of the facuiries, Yet on 
the morning of tire occupation, arriving 
workers who saw the union functionnrics 
reading speeches into their loudspeakers 
ill the factory entrances got the impres¬ 
sion that the CGT functionaries were 


unable to speak directly to the workers: 
years of practice had made them experts 
at reading speeches into loudspeakers, 
and their loudspeukcrs were not leading 
to the desired effects 

Thus the functionaries began to en¬ 
courage (he young agitators to mix with 
the workers, tn expUin the factory 
occupation In ihcmi the runciionaries 
even gave the loudspeakers to some 
of the foreign members of the Action 
Commilice Ihe resuK was that, after 
abtni( (WO hours af dtreet communictilion 
between the forcigii workers and the 
Ac(ion Comrnidee members, most of 
the foreign workers were inside ihe 
faclnry, pariicipaiine its occupation. 

Proud of (heir contnhuijon to the 
occupation of Action Com¬ 
mittee people went [be factory the 

following morning to to the occu- 


at the factory' entrances, a relatively 
small number of workers read the leaflet 
However, among these workers there 
were some who resented the union 
take-over inside the factoTry, and some 
who began aticndinE the meetings of the 
Citroen Action Committee and pariid- 
paiing in the political discussions at 
Sorhonne and Censier. 

At this (^rint the Citroen Committee, 
together with other action committees 
at Sorb□ one and Censier, composed a 
call to action for the workers inside 
(he factories. The policy of the union 
leaders is now very cleat; unable 10 
oppose the strike, they try to isolate 
the most militant workers inside the 
factories, and they let the strike rot 
so as to be able, later on. lo force ihe 
workers to accept the agreements which 
the unions will reach with the owners*' 


into action committees in order to cope 
with their own specific problems. 
ACTION COMMtrrEC PRtIJECT 
The Action Commillte's projecl 
initiated and stimulated various kinds of 
aciiviiics among the foreign workers. 
Courses were organized for foreign wor¬ 
kers who knew no French. At Nanterre, 
for example, the occupation commiEtee 
of the University iherc granted a room 
to a newly-formed action commiticc of 
Yugoslav workers. The room was used, 
for political meetings and French lessons. 
In another centre, the workers organized 
lo proicct themselves collectively from 
abuses by the landlords (namely 
CiiToen's) agent at the housing centre. 
In some of the ghettos around Paris, 
where workers had run out of food for 
their families* trucks were found to tians- 
Cnnliiiucd on page 6 








































































































































THE RIGHTS OF MAN 

Tp///: RIGHTS Of MA^, wrincn by Thomas^ Paine (1737-1809) ami 
^ published in 1791 after Mie French Rcvaiuuon. is an clAxpicni defence 
of ihc principles of freedom ihai has uncanny rclc%'ancc lo ihis momcnl 
in lime. If is as ihough the wheel has turned full circle once again, and 
we lire back at the crossroads of civilisuiion that Paine saw and undcrslotxl 
so well. 

Hut the uprising of loduy differs in one Imporiaiu asf5cct from ihc events 
of ihe past. Tlierc is no Thoniiis Paine, And the voice of Edmund Burke, 
the pup pel of despotism, is mu lii plied a hundred 4 old, 

llic dcckiralion of the rights of man which Paine included in his bot^k 
is merely an c?tiensitm of one basic principle upon which he based his 
entire philosophy It is Ihc govemirig principle of the anarcliisf, tlie 
humanitarian, ihc egalitarian, call him what you will Paine put il 
succinctly thus: 

‘Naiural righls arc those which appertain to man in right of his exisicnce. 
Of This kind are all ihc iniellcciual rights, or richls of the mirtd. and also 
all those rights of acting as an individual for his own comfort and happi¬ 
ness, which are nol injurious lo ihc naiiirai righls of others^ 

No governmeni in the world pnictises ihis forgoitcn secret of life. 
Totalitarian stales of East and Wesi survive by ihe cxplaitaiion of the 
many Western communists who apply lo iheoTSclvcs The image of messiah 
are no alicrnaiivc. The fulfilled ambitions of the nco-Marxisi revolu¬ 
tionary at best result in a minimal increase in ihe standard of livlog of 
backward nations; at worst, they marshal the working man into the war 
machine of a paranoiacs' paradise; they always Tcplacc corrupt despotism 
with a mndern version of tola lit arianism, There is only the old illusion 
of freedom here too. 

To try and scparaic ihc feelings of unrest in France, Germany, Italy, 
etc., is to accept the barrier of nationalism, the greatest ariiftcial barrier 
yet placed lo divide people against themselves. 

Today, there is only one enemy, only one form of lotaliiariamsm, only 
one battle lo be won. And ihc oppressor is the modern industrial Slide. 

RevoVuiions present, as revolutions past, ovcrihrow principles, anti nol 
individual tyrants. .Students, ariisis, writers, anarchists, arc in the van¬ 
guard of the move mem to end oppression; lo live in a world where machine 
will work for man—a startling reversal of presem-day roles. 

Paine shrewdly observed that despot ism does nol reside in one man, or 
even in one body of men. 

In every olhcc, in every factory, the standard is iinfurled. ii permeates 
the thoughts and actions of the people until fbe whole nalinn is acted on 
ii by deputatioiL 

The society protccis itself against Those who threaten its i>wn, ofien 
new-found, security. People divide against themselves over proposals 
which, successfully accomplished, would result in the common good 
Men divide, the principle rules. 

The only ideology that is capable of providing an alietnativc to the 
modern induslrial state- without replacing one form of lolalilarianism 
with a nol her—is anarchy, Witli its set of values that might be described 
as pure socialism. The five basic principies being, as previous mantfestos 
bavij indicated, Uy socialism ’without state coatroU (2) cuntroT 

of industry; (3) planning according to needs; (4) ilic standardisation of 
wages* leading to the abolition of wages; and (5) global fraternity. 

The failure to implerucm any one of these basic policies would result 
in total failure of the ideology. 

Thomas Pained's writing of the French Revokilion alarmed llie Eiiglish 
authorities who* fearing a repetition of events on Ihe home from, indicied 
him for treason in May 1792. Fortunately a time vision by poet William 
Blake ensured his successful escape to France, 

The words with which Paine defended his actions fioai down the 
corridor of time, falling again on too many eyes ihat look but do not see, 
on loo many ears that listen but do not hear. 

Tf to expose the fraud and imposition of monarchy and every species 
of hereditary government—to lessen the oppression of taxeS“lo propose 
plans for the education of helpless infancy* and the comfortable support 
of the aged and distressed—to endeavour to conciliate nations to each 
other—to extirpate the horrid praciice of war—to promote universal peace* 
civilisation, and commerce—and to break the chains of political super¬ 
stition, and raise degraded man to his proper rank:—jf these tilings be 
libellous, let me live the life of a libeller* and let the name of libeller be 
engraven on my tombP 

If there is an anarchists* creed, then it is this. LD. 


T'HE LAS'! MONT H has seen widespread coverage in the popular press 
of ^anarchy' with and without the inverted commas and sometimes 
used quite correctly lo describe a separate and distinct political philosophy. 
Some journalists have even seemed to have an undersianding whal 
^anarcho-syndicalism* means. 

It is not just that the years of publishing, propagandizing and personal 
argumem have borne fruit, to have believed that Fleet Street would cven- 
lually have learned wisdom (to expect them even to consult an encyclopedia 
or read a book at times seemed excessive). Fleet Street has, as usual, 
followed events; pariicularly the events iji France. But in following events* 
Fleet Street has as usual created them. Far from ihe detached cool 
observer of the scene, as Fleet Street always pretends to be, the press has. 
as usual, enacted its usual rdc of a bias^ opinionated fabricator. 

For not the only time its bias put it for once (ihough only for a while) 
on the side of the revolt. A chauvinistic dislike of General de Gaulle led 
much of the press to take a morbid pleasure (enjoyed by its readers* of 
course) in tlic niisforlunea of the French Government, A public feeling 
for a *good little 'un* ‘having a go* further seemed to enlist the public 
sympathy for the rebels. 

By sheer chance, and since it is always necessary to have a ‘persona lily % 
the papers picked on Comrade A as the leader*. (One gives him Ihis 
name* not in any sense of crilidsm. but in order to help id demolish the 
myth-making protess,) Any fcN^l* except those in Fleet Street, knows that 
anarchists have no leader. This point is of the essence of anarchism. 

In the years of the Committee of 100* one found that the police had to 
be educated into this simple fact. For them it was a mere question of 
legal nicely * . * who will carry the can? One policeman went so far that 
he solemnly informed a ‘demo’ that a ‘demo’ without a leader was illegal. 
The eventual position was arrived at that wiliy-niily the police elected 
leaders of demonstrations (e.g. the Greek Embassy occupation) by deter¬ 
mining* with the sanction of the magistrates* who had the most convincing 
record consistcni with the leader complex--of the police. Consequently 
the police, being historians of an inferior kind, picked on comrades with 
rather dusty records. 



FOR WORKERS’ CONTROL 
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each and . L^ry fUiOitioii. 1^-^- ^liic. 
CfCBior ami Kuardiiui <*i the Ny>icm w.>uld 
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stale apparatus pi^wur twer men, is really 
the only .i.\:ckrfliiny the econuiny 

under a MJt-ralivi regimeV 

tl is irnp^vrlAnt, (hen* to reply to tbi^ 
argumc ni 1 1' ^ orei i enUy. 

From the m’"'’ nf 'iev, of the two 
basic roquirv - ^if a modem economy. 

'fi of pri>ducuoa or 
00^hiiTTJitVnirnr'iA jntol. ilic %iirpTit*i value 
being utilised in i Jorm of in^eiimeni. 
and the ne-ceiilr^ ondilions for this 
aceumubtion and ’ ! the concentration 
of product Ispcciabsaiion and 
collaboraiion of |enE.:rprLSe^, those who 
advance the ccnir.n .t argumem betievx 
ihat ihe worticra, h^. of their under¬ 
developed social Icr^tiscicnce and iheir 
Icchmcal immaturity would consume all 
the fruiti of ihciriwork and thus prevent 
any possibility ofjItcirumylaUon. 

Bui aclually ihis li^ar h only founded 
on the a^vsumptloa which says that 
accumulation depends upon the free will 
of the producer*: gold, as Marx has 
shown, is in iticlf nothing, but the 
acciimubtion of eapilal iii an economic 
necessity. This Tftnlunlarbm' has. how¬ 
ever, the merit of pointing out a real 
problem: Ho know whether, and if so lo 
whal degree* ceCifcjiiJc necessuy (that h 
the socio-econoDii^ agreements which 
determine the “ free-will’' of the producers 
when they ijcdde|pn the disposal of the 
products of Eheir is.tjrk) exists in reality.' 

Actually* if docs not build ade¬ 
quate socia-econottiic afiteen'ients* making 
the material coodiUon of the workers 
dependent on the volume and the effi¬ 
ciency of accomijlation fixed by them- 
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nnd nn the melbncl of work fhai fr ffie 
degree of conceoti.o of pr Jiictton* 
Ihe accumu’ iiion of IncitMiie will be a* 


iiD^riant for the workers w ihcir own 
individual incomes. 

So it can be seen that it isn't only 
libertarian humanism that proclaims the 
necessity far workers’ control, but also 
the impemtives of an economy that aims 
for high productivity^ accumulation and 
co-ordittaicd national production. The 
only driving force of an elTicient economy 
is the material imprest of ihc workers to 
find the more rational solutions. Only 
workers’ control creates this interest, and 
certainly not Stakhanovitism? 

"This is why the economic and socio- 
polilical adv-antages of workers' control, 
in the concrete case of the actual pni^ 
ducers taking the decisions* in conditiers 
of rising production, provide not only 
freedom of work understood in the ab¬ 
stract sense, but also a real interest on 
the part of the workers to find Ihc most 
appropriate and rational solutions to 
problems. This direct material interest 
regarding the moat appropriate and effi¬ 
cient functioning of production can 
hardly be attended to by a social or¬ 
ganism that exists outside the realm of 
production; burcauemu of the State 
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--■cio’CCiintjmk .ind pt>liiic;tl k-;,,. .iijes 
oF (he -if niiitiM ? prodt in', 

this dutT not imply ih u they rake deci- 
Mmv on the lett I i.,>latcrtl td.i ; , 
and tlwt ihe^i Icchrii*. rini!i need neen 
^arrly govern fm, viv well .t> 
agreements between nwn ui ihc pi 
of ni4Ui:rmj produvrituth r/u'jv appuju 
ahdfhcr f^rm i»f ifiviiiiui uhreft evpniHiin' 
itself in Ihc dcteimining id the eonduiont 
of production and di'iiiihuuon’. 

Ihii dtdmctioiii i- impoham became 
‘in part Lci pa ting m the running of a lav 
lory the workers do not make deeisiom 
on tcchmcai or occupaiional quivtioiiv, 
but decide ihc piditic!i ul piinliictiuii, the 
collecting and distribution of mcome. 
each worker being able, more tk leu, ta 
give himscU up to thcjie aciivitit- because 
he is concerned with ihe economic and 
political questions tif producliun ami ihc 
distribution of income’ 

Only this decision-mukmg cnncernini 
the condiiions of produclion and the dis- 
tributipn of Income by the working 
majsvos, allows, as i& clearly seen from 
the powcrles^ncs> of cemraltim* for * 
rational working of the economy, and an 
authenlically socialisi climate among 
those who administrate and those who 
execute; a subslitulc for the repressive 
methodi of the administrative bureau¬ 
cracy, 

—“From Pcrspeciiifes 
A fi arch i j/m-C omniurt irfes. 

(All quotations from Gestion de 
rEcarwmic Yougaslave by D. SUandzic.) 


THE COLT OF THE PERSONALITY 


But the press works in a different way, 
they Itmk for a colourful character which 
the public will Jove (or hate, it docmT 
matter which* the cmotions are inter¬ 
changeable). The characicr must be dis¬ 
tinguishable from ific newspaper’s readers 
—if he belong? ni a minority race or 
religion so much the better. If the readers 
like him, they give themselves top marks 
fi^r tolerance; if they hale him, tlicy’re 
only human! He must be someone who 
is responsible for,cvcryUfing or. later on, 
he can be a tool pf mysterious forces— 
the public loves a mystery. Consistency 
is not impqriant, he can be anti-cora- 
munist one day and a tool of the 
cominunists the nesl Ji can also be a 
double-double blulf; he can be a com¬ 
munist, pretending to be an anli-com- 
mimist in order to help the communists. 
He can be a fool—which U entertaining 
—cr a well-nwanitig idealist—which is 
admirabic but sad He can be a foreign 
agitator—which tfvows our credibility: 
or an alien refugee which shows our 
tolerance, ... 

The moral which 


is—don’t have anything to do with the 
press! But one might point out that the 
press specializes in non-evcfits. The 
interview that wasn’t, the statement that 
was not, even a silence can be construed 
as Vhal have they to hide?’ The press 
is never more sickening than when in 
defence of the public’s right to know, 
which is really the press’s right to invent. 
The non-happening is grist to the jour¬ 
nalist’s mill, was not Greta Garbo built 
up on absences and si knee? 

ft is possible that it is better to be 
of ‘anarchy’, ‘amrehLun^ or ‘anarchists* 
snubbed than ignored. That any mention 
in the prevs is worthwhile; if there is 
misreprescmatian, our friends will know, 
our enemies an: prepared to believe the 
worst anyhow. Even the most distorted 
account cannot deny the existence of 
'anarchism’ and ’anarchists’ which is* in 
itself* useful to those coimadcs who have 
arrived at anarchism from their own 
thought and experience and have up to 
now thought themselves isolated. They 
can no longer have that depressing 
feeling. 


There has been put forward the theory 
(first in FatitDOM and then in ihc 
Obit^rver) that the new left do not want 
Headers’ but 'heroes’. In the newspaper 
pop-world the difference is very little. 
What are ‘heroes’ but those we would 
follow and emulate? Wliy arc pictures of 
Comrades B, C and D sold in poster- 
form but for worship"!’ A Greek cynic 
said, T have known five-and-twenty 
leaders of revolt.' Leaders of revolt were 
common even before the popular press or 
the police selected them. The revolulions 
all too often devoured its children 

There is an apocryphal story' about 
Bakunin (hat, in eanversation with a 
police chief, Bakunin said* 'On the fint 
day of the revolution you will be shot' 
The police chief said. 'You will be shoi 
on the second day Oif the revolution.' 

Comrade A knows what must be dune 
and has retreated into the background 
from which a personality-hungry press 
and TV had dragged him. Would that the 
cj-dcv^uir Comtadc B w'ould do the samel 

Jack Rouinsow 

















CLAUDIUS 0 CLAUDIUS 


*1, Cl ADD , . / Tlie auioblojirapltj of 
Clau<5 Cf^ckburn. Pcneuin pupurback, 
75. 6il. 

’If Gitd lived on earth\ goes the aid 
Jewish proverb, ‘people would breok his 
windows*. Claud Cockhurn, in hh 
Fenguhi imwbiogmphy, has done 
exacify thai. Most oj us know Cockhum 
through his regular conirtbutions to 
Private Eye, a page of stdtr\\ tieclrifying 
that thunders often into farce—the 
page, f suspect, that is read least but 
bites mosl^ the quintessence oj Private 
Eye, 

/"KKTKBURN. however, is no novice 
^ in saiirical journali?£m: for him^ un¬ 
like so many others, ji has become an 
outlook, a way of life rather than a 
vogue donned when prolilablc but soon 
sh^ for greener pastures. This comes 
out on almost cver^' page of his hook, 
a superbly written serial of anecdotes, 
exposes and personal impressions that 
make the eyebrows leap like bobbins. 
To most of us, Claud Cockbum is some* 
thing of an enigma, an cmmence grise 
who zig-zagged like fork lightning across 
the darkening skies of Ihe 1930s, He 
switched, chamekon-like. from The 
Times to the Daiiy Worker, via his own 
weekly news-shcet^-a hiimg political 
bombshell that exercised more influence, 
perhaps, than any other left-wing journal 
of that period. He was held in suspicion 
by both the British Foreign Office and 
the Comintern at the same lime. Coek- 
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Abdul 

Malik 


FROM M1CH4EL UE FREITAS TO 
MJCHAEE X, by Michuei Abdul Malik. 
Published by Andre Deotsetu 25/- 

T VllS IS CHEERFUL and quite 
humorous autobiography. Consider¬ 
ing the subject matter is poverty and 
racialism it is remarkably undepressing. 
The author's buoyancy keeps him afloat 
in sjiuations which would make lesser 
men drift into cynicism or despair 
Abandoned by his father, a white man. 
brought up by a mother who was a black 
anti-black racist, who wanted him to be¬ 
come a white man, or be taken for one, 
he appears from this book to be remark¬ 
ably undamaged. Al! the same, despite 
his rebellion against a society that wants 
to treat black men a$ a kind of inferior 
caste of untouchables, there are some 
elements in his thought that anarchists 
would reject. 

At times he toys with a kind of reverse 
racialism. Understandable though this is, 
considering his experience at the hands 
of white do-gooders (and some black do- 
gooders), it seems to me a dangerous 
tendency, it is always easier to divide 
men than to bring them together (unless 
it is a matter of uniting them in a corri- 
mon hate), and the rulers of society much 
prefer to split people up, on the divide 
and rule principle. Unity i$ the strength 
of the oppressed. If black and white 
cannot unite against their common 
enemies the battle U lost before it even 
begins. 

Black Muslims and Black Bower arc 
obviously going to be with us for some 
lime to come. 1 think it will be a mis¬ 
fortune if a misplaced sense of guilt (mis¬ 
placed since we today arc not responsible 
for the slaving and raiding of our fore¬ 
fathers, and if wc bcnelh from it Ihore's 
liitJc we can do about it, unless wc go 
and Jive by food-gathering in the moun¬ 
tains) makes w^hite people feel that they 
must refrain from criticism 
Michael Abdul Malik says that he found 
much sympathy among Welsh and Scot¬ 
tish nationalists, and there is much that 
is attractive in small natron nationalism, 
which, since the black British population 
is cxtrcTnely small, is virtually what he 
is olTerine. At the same time, on the 
individual level, even Welsh nationalism 
can have its oppressive features. 

Michael Abdul Malik toys with racism 
and goes to jail Enoch Powell is an out 
and out racist, and goes smiling to 
Canada, unashamed. Partly no doubt 
because he is white, but also because he 
h a member, though probably not a very 
important or (until recently) a very 
influential one, of the British ruling 
class. Ultimately the crucial distinction 
15 class not race. 

A.W.U. 


burn, in short, could put on not just 
two faces but three—journalist, revolu¬ 
tionary and prankster. Sometimes he 
was all three at once. 

For any aspiring political journalisi, 
Cockburn’s book is an indispensable 
guide to Ihe intrigues and machinations 
of power—and newspaper—‘polities. U 
is all seen through the eyes of a Journa¬ 
list—sceptical, detached, non-commiiiftl 
to the point of being utterly lantaliring. 
But it Ls litis last characteristic—his 
openness, his ability to accept people 
as they arc without the automatic and 
stultifying clichikl denunciations we 
come to expect from less gifted left-wing 
writers, tlml makes his book sparkle 
with immediate clarity and vividness. 

It is remarkably free also from the all 
too familar pitfalls of an autobiography; 
Cock burn \s the onlooker* the discreet 
reporter of events who docs not allow 
any bloated, self-important vision of 
tore. Nor is there any attempt to over- 
in journalism by Rally rejecting the offer 
explain, to rationalize, or to excuse— 
which is the u.sual moiivaiion behind 
most autobiographies these days. 

Cockhurn launched his quixotic career 
himself to enter anywhere in the pic- 
of a post on The Times —a response so 
staggeringly original at the time that 
they wrote again with an even better 
ofler which Cockbum again rejected. 
The third letter sw^ept aside all the years 
of apprenticeship and training w^hich 
Times journalists were subjected (o, 
and offered him the post of assistant 
correspondent in Berlin. No, replied 
Cockhurn, 1 want to work in New York. 
He got the job in New York. 

Cockbum arrived in America on the 
eve of the Wall Street crash—his faith 
in the capitalist system already under¬ 
mined by extensive reading of Lenin, 
Marx and Bukharin. He found a coun¬ 
try preoccupied by the fluctuations of 
the stock market, and a people unable 
to view the future with anything other 
than [he most naive optimism. 'What 
you could not do/ he writes, 'was to 
suggest, not by words only, but by so 
much as an intonation, that there was 
any doubt about the fact that the market 
as a whole was going on up and up, that 
every "recession” there might be in the 
near future would be "temporary”, 
"teefinrcal", an “adjustment" after which 
the new era of American life would re¬ 
sume Us swift, inevitable progress to¬ 
wards a hardly imaginable stratosphere 
of prosperity/ 

The moniing of Thursday* October 24* 
1929, heralded the great crash* and even 
at this stage Cockbum had scarcely be¬ 
gun to guess how bad the situation really 
was until Hinrichs. chief American corre¬ 
spondent of 7/ie Times, leant over in a 
low voice and said: Remember when 
we're writing this story the word "panic" 
is not to be used.’ 

Shortly afterwards a leading banker 
appeared on the scene, waving his pince- 
nez reassuringly and beginning a cool 
appraisal of the situation with the words: 
'There has been a little distress scUing 
on the stock exchange. . . / It bore 
out one of the most valid maxims in 
journalism—never believe anything until 
it has been oflretally denied. 

Cockburn's association with The 
limes ended in us equally a bizarre 
manner as it had begun. His resignation, 
on iargcly political grounds, was treated 
in Printing House Square as a sign of 
slight overstrain and he was consequently 
advised to take a two-monlh holiday in 
Mexico, paid of course by his illustrious 
employers. Cockhurn wrote back, more 
vigorously this time, only to receive a 
more ludicrous reply from Dowson. 
editor-in-chief, ‘The Tim^jr, he said* was 
a vehicle which could he used by people 
of the most varied opinions. "For my¬ 
self,” he concluded, "I have always re¬ 
garded The Times as something of an 
organ of the Left” There followed in 
brackets a classic qualification, "Though 
never," wrote Mr, Dawson* "I hope of 
the extreme Left." ' 


happening at the etperienee 

on the first night of » surely 

one which has been by many 

hbcriarian cditors-brnmnl y creative 
bm hamstning by tutni lack of order, 

'! wrote the entire ^^suc covering 
three sheets of ftiolscafl Mirillen on both 
sides, and then cut the stencils. All the 
things that always happen on such occa¬ 
sions happened. None of us had ever 
used a duplicating machine before and 
stencils cracked like sails m a gak and 
the place was bespattered with sticky 
brown ink The valuable Pekinese dog 
belonging to the secretary became dis¬ 
gusted and spitefully chewed up the 
reserve tubes of ink The man from 
Vancouver was aircadv showing signs of 
mental unbalance from which he later 
suffered more spectacularly. Also the 
manager's highly developed sense of 
neatness w-as offended by the way in 
which we were folding up the foolscap 
sheds and shoving them into envelopes 
and he kept taking them out in order to 
refold them in a neater hut rather delay¬ 
ing manner. 

'In the end we made it noticeable. It 
was mimeographed in dark brown ink 
on bufl^colouTcd foolscap. It was not 
merely noticeable, U was unquestionably 
the nastiesl-looklng hit of work that ever 
dropped on to a breakfast table.' 

Despite great hopes of success* the 
number of paying customers secured by 
that flrsi circularization was seven. Just 
se\en. 

77ie ll' i’ek grew to be one of the most 
bizarre success stories of its lime, hui 
not sunicicni enough to absorb Cock- 
hunt's apparently limitless energy. At 
ihc same time as he was running 77ic 
IFcci; he was working as foreign corre¬ 
spondent of,the IBfJrityr—an ex¬ 

perience which gradually brought Ihe 
scales falling from his eyes and gave him 
an iMuminating inrighi into the murky 
machinations of the Comintern His 
flnal break with the Communist Party 
came in the early 1950s with a some¬ 
what belated but nonetheless genuine 
avvarencss of its growing futility and 
impotence which led it to a stultifying 
and even more self-destructive support 
for the Labour Party at general dections. 
This particularly incensed Cockbum, 
more awaj:e than most of Ernest Uevin's 
latent anti-cqtnmurisni and subtsequctil 
contribution idT fl-e cold war clTort— 
despite his wooing of the Left and the 
gratuitous boot-Uckiug il in tum be¬ 
stowed on him. An analogy with H 
Wilson is impossible to miss in this 
passage: 

'Mr. Bevin at once understood that 
here and now was the moment to use 
the leverage of simply being Labour. A 
Tory Foreign Secrctan might have 
sought to inaugurate the cold war with¬ 
out making much impaci on Washington 
Democrats. But if a Labour Foreign 


Secretary started to attack the Russians, 
what on earth was an *American Scerc- 
rary of Slate to do? Could he appear 
that the British Labour Parly, w^hich the 
Americans—as Bevin so well knew— 
assumed to be at least pink? He could 
not Senator Vandenberg and Mr. Bevin 
played the game perfectly. Here were a 
Republican and a British Labour leader, 
both agreed. And both agreed to lam- 
bast Lhc Russians—the Devil in fael/ 

The real pidee de res/sfojicc, however* 
comes several pages iaier. Cockbum* in 
a brilliant passage, describes a scene all 
too familiar in the House of Commons 
these days* w^hen the so-called 'Left' 
MPs stage a 'revolt' against their govem- 
meni's defence estimates or its Vietnam 
policy. The following incident, which 
occurred some twenty years ago, shows 
us how' little Left-wing Labour suppor¬ 
ters have learnt. 

'I recall a remarkable occasion, and 
one which was snlHciently typical, w-hen 
one of the innumemble "revolts” in the 
Parliamentary Labour Part>f was in pro¬ 
gress. These '"revobs"* usually against 
some phase or other of Bevin's foreign 
policy occurred once every' couple of 
months, and followed a scarcely varying 
pattern from the momcni when ihc opti¬ 
mists declared that this time it was 
serious* and Bevin would have to mend 
his ways, to the later moment when the 
whole thing faded away, leaving Bevin 
and his policy^ unshaken and unchanged. 

'On the occasion T speak of, no less 
than fifiy—1 think it was more like 
eighty—labour MPs had put Ihcir names 
to a resolution, highly crilical of Bevin. 
which was to be debated at the regular 
"secret" weekly meeting of the Party, 
‘Since this time they had not merely 
gone about the Lobbies talking of 
mutiny, but actually signed something in 
black and white, even my hard-learned 
scepticism softened. This time some¬ 
thing really was going to happen. 

'To my naive astonishmeni* it tran¬ 
spired that not eighty* not fifty, not 
twenty or ten of the "rebels” had voted 
against Bevin in favour of their own 
resolution. The number of such voters 
had been three. 

T tackled a number of the ua-rcbcl- 
lious rebels in the lobby and asked them 
how come? Their answers were singu¬ 
larly revealing of the way such matters 
arc really conducted. One of them mmJ 
that in the course of the long discussion 
his feet had got hot and sweJtcd. He 
had been in pain and had left the room 
to remove his shoes for a few minutes 
and let his feet simmer down. "And 
would you believe it/’ he said, "when I 
got back in there, the vote had just been 
taken?” 

'Two of them said that, after all. vot¬ 
ing on a resolution was unimportant— 
the debate itself, they said, was the im¬ 
portant thing and they assured me that 


Bevin had been "visibly impressed ’ 
'.Another had a more ingenious expla¬ 
nation of his failure ro vote "It was 
obvious*" said he, "that even if a 
number of us voted for the nesohiiion 
wc should sitll be in a minority And 
that would be an eueouragement to 
Bevin. Bui if nobody voted for the rcso* 
lution, or even abstained, in fact, if we 
all voted for the tt;w>lution* Bevin would 
have no clue to the inic size of the 
rebellion, and that would frighten him" 
Rendered somewhat dizzy by this line 
of reasoning. J tried to envisage the 
consequences of its application to poli¬ 
tical struggles in general.' 

It would be possible, in short, to quote 
endlessly from Cockburn's book al 
length and si ill fail to give it the justice 
it deserves. Cockbum has that pi>lygon 
type of mind and his book has so many 
sides to it that it escapes accurate sum¬ 
mary. It is indispensmble reading for 
all political rebels, and his last chapter, 
on the potential of pirate radio, offers 
great hope, His most scathing attack is 
resetv'cd, however* for his own medium, 
the most corrupted and corruptible of 
all—the British Pre.'is 
'The hired journalist* 1 thought, ought 
to realize that he is partly in the cmcT- 
tainment business and partly in the 
advertising business -advertising either 
goods, or a cavrse. nr a government. He 
just has to make up his mind whom ho 
vvairta lo entertain and what h^: wanu 
[O advertise The humbug and the hypo¬ 
crisy of the Press begin only when news* 
papers pretend to be “impaiiiar' or 
"servants of lhc public” And thi-s only 
becomes daiigernus as w^cll as laugh a bio 
when the public is fool enough to 
believe it.' 

All this* and a great deal more, flows 
neaily from the horse's mouth. 

Hi Li lAMtiLSON, 
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There now bugan perhaps the most 
exhilarating, the leabt rewarding period 
in Cockburira life. In March 1933 he 
brought out ibe firsi cdEtion of The 
Week, a mimeographed news-sheet 
which, had il not been for a public 
tirade of abuse from Prime Minister 
Ramsay MacDonald, would never have 
risen to prominence. Cockbum, tired 
of working under a hierarchy of editors, 
and even more anxious to avoid any 
connections with advertisers* big bu.^incss 
promoters and bureaucratic organisers, 
sel out lo produce a journal which, 
even with its tiny circulation, would be 
read avidly and wield influence at the 
highest levels. With an original capital 
of £40* his cxposdJi, collected from the 
gossip of ambassadors, diplomats* politi¬ 
cal journalists and financiers—connections 
he miade while on The Times —became an 
mdispensable guide to what was really 


rpHE HAWKER SlDDELEY group is 
^ the fifth largest British company—in 
the manpower scale—employing l()6*tH}B 
people. 

Many of their products can be used 
unly for peaceful purposes—autoniatie 
venduig machines and sewage disposal 
plants to name but two. But international 
respect for the group hinges on ihdi 
ability to continue the supply of the most 
advanced deaih-devices known lo man. 

• 

Responsibility for ihis rests with a 
board of fifteen permanent apostles of 
genocide. 

Hawker ,Siddeiey Aviation have fac¬ 
tories at Hatfield. Monchestcr, Brough, 
Chester and Hamble. Tlicy make 
Andover iran-ispori^, Buccaneer low level 
strike aircraft. Dominie navigational 
trainers. Harrier V/STOL immediate 
dose support aircraft* Hnd Nimrod mari¬ 
time reconnaissance aircraft. 

Hawker Siddeley Dynamics^, of Mat- 
field, Bolton. Cheadlc Hulme and Steven¬ 
age produce the following: guided mis¬ 
siles, Blue Streak satellite launchers, 
satellites, plus allied tusi and coutrol 
systems. 

When f said in an article a few weeks 
ago that I didn't think wc had a missile 
industry 1 meant of course a missile 
export industry. I underestimated the 
elfects of diminished responsibility among 
the more powerful of my fellow-courilry- 
mcn. 

In their report to the shareholders of 
lhc company—who you will be grieved 
to hear only received a dividend of 
£6,049*000 last year^the directors said: 


*. . , the main military workload in 1967 
related to the supply of Nimrod mari¬ 
time reconnaissance aircraft and the 
Harrier V STOL close support and re¬ 
connaissance aircraft. Both aircraft will 
enter service in 1969 and will form an 
integral part of the modernised defence 
forces. There are good export prospects 
for the Harrier. In addition* work con- 
linued on lhc Buccaneer aircraft for the 
Royal Navy although the decision by the 
Government not to allow the export of 
further aircraft to South Africa has given 
rise to a certain amiJuni of redundancy. 
. . . The substantial business in refurbish¬ 
ing and modernising Shackktons, VuU 
cans. Hunters (including a number for 
export) and Sea Vixens continued and 
the volume of military and civil spares 
shows an increase refiecting the rise in 
the number of the company’s aircraft in 
service. Turning to the future, we remain 
optimistic that sooner or later the im¬ 
portance to the nation of a healthy air¬ 
craft industry will be realised, particularly 
in the light of the present balance of 
payments dilliculties in the LJ.K. Through¬ 
out these dimeuU times, wc have as a 
mailer of policy continued our forward 
research on both civil and military 
aspects of aviation, so that the company 
may be in a position to play its full pan 
in the future worldwide expansion of 
aircraft markets. . Froduction of 
guided weapon systems continued at a 
high level and work is now starting on 
iwo new advanced systems. Due to reduc¬ 
tions in defence expenditure, the level 
of development work on guided weapons 
is being curtailed and for this reason it 
has become necessary to close the com¬ 


pany's establishment at Whitley. . 

This cold-bloodcd annunciation is a 
perfect illustration of the interdependence 
of war and technology. 

War is big business. The operators 
are accountable not to conscience, which 
is non-existent* but lo the profit motive; 
missiles mean fat profits, not the murder 
of civilians; military space satellites arc 
•brilliant technological achievements'. 

« 

Recently the voice of Cardinal Heenau 
reminded many British people who are 
perhaps not politically-minded, of their 
self-righteous criticism of foreign abuse 
of power. We should demonstrate against 
ourselves* he said. 

Will catholic-conservatives march with 
anarchists into the war-factories of 
Hawker Siddeley? 

With another large demonstration only 
one week away* this might be an oppor¬ 
tune moment for some mental prepared¬ 
ness. 

There is a pattern to suppression. 
Demonstrate against the war machine 
and the wrath of the exploiters* society 
descends upon you. Already we have 
had iriinchcons, beatings* police horses, 
fines and imprisonments. Keep up the 
pressure and the process of escalation 
begins. We can expect water-hoses* tear- 
gas, and longer terms of imprisonmeni 
in the immediate future. Continue the 
pressure and the army will be called in. 
And then, if the state (the city) considers 
that it is the only way of ensuring their 
own survival—they will gun us down in 
the streets. 

Remember Baris. * J.D* 
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Bertrand Russell 


'Wftcn you reH thai happiness 

is a simple matter, they get annoyed with 
you ' 

T he second instalment of 
Bertrand Russell's autobiography will 
appeal mainly, I think, to younger 
readers over fifty. As L cannot hope to 
deal with more than a fraction of the 
ground covered—a glance at the index 
will show why—1 have chosen to 
write about the two periods that most 
crucially concern my own generation— 
World Wars 1 and II. 

Russeirs attitude to the Great War 
was completely reversed when it came 
to taking sides in 1940. I remember 
the sense of outrage I felt when the 
news came from Ameriim that Russell 
had decided to support ‘What was 
necessary for victory’. He as much as 
Huxley had helped to determine and 
formulate the grounds of my own intel¬ 
lectual and emotional obfections to war; 
Which Way to Peace, written a few years 
previously, was still fresh in my mind. 
How to account for the volte-face? 
Superficiality, opportunism or sheer mud- 
dl^ thinking? I plumped for all three, 
and enjoyed the crumb of comfort these 
conclusions brought me. 

The irrelevance of it all now seems 
dear enough. Tl was never a question 
of Russell's profundity or honesty. It 
was clearly as painful to hiin to support 
the Second War as it was to denounce 
the First; in both cases, he acted from 
deeply felt motives. Yet a sense of 
discrepancy remains. 

Throughout his life. Russell has striven 
to remain faithful to contradictory prin¬ 
ciples, his own conscience and— 
Aufhorit\\ World Government is to 
be the ultimate social achievemenL It 
alone can command Ihe abdication of 
private scruples. Russell had accepted 
the possibility of Ihc Kaiser^s victory, 
but, ‘Hitler's Germany was a different 
matter. I found the Nazis utterly re¬ 
volting. . ^Throughout the First 

World War, 1 had never .seriously en¬ 
visaged the possibility of utter defeat 
. . Confrontation with an invading 
force of ‘cruel, bigoted and stupid men' 


was "unbearable’. One might ask, how 
does anyone face the unbearable? ‘Re¬ 
volution is not a single act, it is an 
unending process based upon individual 
disobedience' wrote Alex Comfort twenty 
years ago. For Russell, with his innate 
respect for Authority, there was no 
longer any choice. Perhaps the de¬ 
ciding factor had been the partial failure 
of his school in Sussex—*A school is 
like the world—only government can 
prevent brutal violence’. 

Judging from the cover blurb, a great 
deal of gush has been expended on 
Volume I by^ welT-known public figures 
who have not* since 1960, been notice¬ 
ably prominent in support of Russell. 
I have no doubt that this will have 
afforded him some amusement (the same 
sort of things have already been said 
about Volume ID. In spite of it all* 
there is a great deal to be thankful 
for. There is the uncomfortable friend¬ 
ship with D. H. Lawrence which ended 
in mutual contempt. They' were all* 
(Kotiliansky. Middleton Murray, Kath¬ 
erine Mansfield and Lawrence) ‘sitting 
together in a bare office high up next 
door to the Holborn Resiauram* with the 
windows shut, smoking Russian cigarettes 
without a moments imermission, idle 
and cynical. 1 thought Murray beastly 
and the whole atmosphere of the three 
dead and putrefying.’ 

There is the journey across Russia by 
boat in 1920: T am troubled ai every 
moment by fundamental questions, the 
terrible insoluble questions that wise 
men never ask.’ 

And there is the painful account of 
the rise and fall of the school on the 
South Downs, with a significant exchange 
of letters with A. S. Neill, whom he 
helped generously. 

The most unsatisfactoi^*^ aspect of the 
book is the difficulty of knowing when 
certain sections were written. Sometimes 
we are told, sometimes not. This is 
not a major objection. The last book 
f reviewed for Freedom was a Life 
of Harold Wilson. Reviewing these 
memoirs is like drinking champagne 
after coca-cola. 

David Markham. 


OCCUPATION OF THE CITROEN WORKS 


Continued from page 5 
port food from ficasants who contributed 
it at no cost. Contacts were established 
between the foreign workers and the 
revolutionary workers inside the fac¬ 
tories. Foreign workers were encouraged 
to join French workers in the occupation 
of the factories. On each excursion to 
the living quarters, the Citroen Action 
Committee members told the foreign 
workers not to let themselves be used 


as strike breakers by the Factory owners. 

In all of the contacts between the 
Citroen Action Committee and foreign 
workers, the committee’s international¬ 
ism was made clear to the foreign wor¬ 
kers. When the committee members 
called for expropriation of the owners 
and the establishment of workers' power 
inside the factories, they emphasized that 
the power would be shared by all 
labourers who had w'orked in it, whether 



lUVI YOU STOPrai 
BEAIW YOUR CHU ? 


RISINGHILL, Hcatb of a ComprehcTi- 
sive SchrMil* hy Berj?. Published hy 
Pelican Br>oks, 6/-. 

■pHADING THIS BOOK, and knowing 
^ in advance hmy the story ended* it 
is difficult to see what else could have 
happened. Whether it was the result of 
a muddle or a plot, the school was 
doomed from the outset. Michael Duane, 
whose anti-authoritarian and humani¬ 
tarian views on education were well 
known, was pm in an impossible posi¬ 
tion, since the siaff assigned to him were 
mostly out of ?^ympatfiy with his ideas. 

In such a situation there could only 
be one end. It has become fashionable 
now to blame Duane^for being intolerant 
of his reactionary' ^ slafl. but this is 
equivalent to asking a man to be a saint. 
Where ideas about what life means are 
in total opposition all that can be man¬ 
aged is agreement lo differ, and this is 
impossible where ihc people involved 
arc engaged in a joint enterprise, which 
requires the utmost co-operation. The 
only solution is separation. 

There is no nced'^to summarise the 
well-known story over again. As far as 
the children were concerned the school 
was a great succe^ As far as the parents 
were concerned it was], a great success. 
The staff mostly hated it, though they 


French or foreign. And when some 
foreign workers saidjlthey were only in 
France for a short t|tne and w'ould soon 
return home, the Action Committee mili¬ 
tants answered that jthe goal of their 
movement was not to decapiiate merely 
French capitalism, bat to decapitate 
capitalism as such, and that thus* for the 
militants* the whole world was home. 


sometimes wobbled in an inconsistent 
wa>\ signing anti-Duane declarations and 
then coming afCenvards to their head¬ 
master and saying they wished they 
hadn't. 

The anti-Duane forces range from Left 
to Right, from Keith Pople with his 
patronising artiek in Peace News to 
British fbuL not foreignj Communists* 
via Labour supporters to High Tories. 
Authoritarians everywhere recognise and 
love each other. There was the same 
unity in attacking Reich, and the anar¬ 
chists have always got it in the neck 
from the same combination of forces. 

When pacifists* Communists, Labour 
and Tory all rise up in indignation 
against the .same man it usually mcam 
ihal he has touched on a raw nerve. 
Cruelty to children is endemic m Western 
society, particularly in Britain, The 
accounts of beatings in state schools 
given in the early part of this book arc 
terrible, I used to think that my ex* 
pericnccs of preparatory and public 
schools, the usual fate of middle-class 
children* were shnektng enough* but the 
casual resort to physical violence on all 
and every occasion was not characteristic 
of the schools I knew, or at least not to 
this degree. 

This suggests that practically everyone 
has a guilty con.seiencc* regardless of his 
or her political orientation. Someone 
who shows that the savagery of our 
cducatrVjnal sysfem is quite unneces-^ry 
is bound to be hated by aVl There 
seems at present little hope of Tcforming 
the state educational set-up from within. 
Schools like Summerhill are allowed, and 
just manage to survive, perhaps because 
they only take in a small minority of 
middle-class children, and constitute only 
a slight threat to the existing order. The 
only hope seems to lie in an increasing 
degree of humanitarian ism among the 
population at large. We no longer burn 
witches* good! Perhaps we can now be¬ 
gin to stop beating children, 

'Arthur W. Uloth. 


ViGflms of file Earmqualib 


I HAVE JUST ARRIVED from Treviso. 

on May 2, with the family in the tent 
city at S, Ninfa. in the Piana dislrict. It's 
now four monthii since the earthquake 
and life continues to be inhuman, full of 
uncertainty and very rough. This is not 
surprising when you think that there are 
nearly 2*000 families here, but only 300 
human dog kconyl^ been built. The 
jcsi haw fo live in the tents, suffocated 
by the heat at a temperature of 30 degrcc!> 
centigrade and, so far as civilisation is 
concerned* the re's plenty of jeason for 
despair and bewilderment. 

'You cart imagine what it was like here 
in winter, with the intense cold and 
almosi everybody with a cough or bron¬ 
chitis. Wc w'cnl to gel our rations at the 
Red Cross kitchen and stood in line with 
bowls, plates and mess-tins. There were 
cold and trembling faces, old people 
and children who had to wait several 
hours before getting a drop of warm 
soup. What a sad Odyssey reserved for 
human beings in the atomic age! 

We slept promiscuously, keeping our 
clothes on so as not to upset those who 
were modest. . , , In theory the people 
who. with magic wand, conduct the 
music of Ihe social system have put a 
stop to all this. But not in practice. Wc 
arc still living promiscuously. Those who 
donT believe it should come and see 
where we cook and what sort of hygiene 
we have. When the wind blows there’s 
sand all over our food. Despite this, 
there arc people who write that all is 
well in the tent town at Piana! More¬ 
over. there are people here who have 
enriched themselves hy speculation, Iti 
the disadvantage of those who work and 



suffer, and who have lost everything. The 
authorities have allocated "dog kennels’ 
with five square metres for four members 
of a family while ihey spread themselves 
in who knows how many Tooms. and 
with every convenience. 

Now people are asking if it was neces¬ 
sary to construct these hovels with all 
the milliards collected, especially as. 
compared to the flood victims of Trevi¬ 
sano. we arc treated as a part of Africa, 
In Trevisano they built prefabricated 
houses with three rooms* kitchen and 
bathroom, raised one metre from the 
ground, and with nice verandahs. I had 
the pleasure of visiting them a fortnight 
ago, and I can’t resign myself to the 
treatment doled out lo the Sicilians. 
Whai a distinction between North and 
South! What has happened to all the 
milliards collected in an imcrnational 
compelilion to see who could give most 
aid? But at least wc have had the plea¬ 
sure of seeing the Honourable Moro 
making an electoral lour of the earth¬ 
quake region and we have seen a new pre¬ 
fabricated church in S. Ninfa. A good 
many handshakes, iniercsi. promises, 
honeyed words in plenty. It's a pity the 
Hon. Moro didn’t get round to the in¬ 
ferno of the lent city at Piana . . . hut 
now il’s election time, and there’s plenty 
of noise and loudspeakers pointing* if 
not to recovery from natural calamilics, 
at least to |xj|itical careers and the road 
to Power. 

Luioi Li Causi, 
Irans.: j.w.s. 

From Lagitazione del Sud (Palermo), 
May 1968, 


THEIDMEII 

CRIMIUIS 

UJUNST 

socen 


I N A SOCIETY orientated towards 
consumpLion for profit, mass-media 
communications are controlled and ex¬ 
ploited by ruthless and unethical minority 
groupings. Capitalism, under the seem¬ 
ingly harmless cover of escapist enter¬ 
tainment and pop journalism, is waging 
psychological warfare against the mental 
well-being of the individual. A calculated 
destruction of discriminating and critical 
faculties is rationalised as essential inso¬ 
much as it removes obstacles impeding 
Capitalism’s cancerous advance and in¬ 
satiable appetite. The prerequisite of 
Capitalist consumption is ihc creation of 
prolonged demand and therefore anificial 
need and addiction are engendered, Nof* 
mal disruptive human complexities such 
as selective consumption arc manipulated, 
simplified and re-directed by depth* 
psychological sales-pitch, conditioning* 
brainwashing, A deep inner dissalisfac- 
tion with environmental reality is pro¬ 
duced with the fantasy notion* the unreal 
implication, that additional purchases 
will in some miraculous way rejuvenate 
and revitalise. Personal inadequacies arc 
contrasted with unrealistic idealisations 
and chemical 'beauty' preparations or 
toxic ccinfeciions are suggested to be the 
supposed magic key. the missing alchemic 
ingredient. Of course they arc not and 
extreme dissatisfaciion* ingrained in¬ 
feriority and progressive psychological 
addiction lo unnecessary commodities is 
the usual result. 

Such deliberately induced mental stress 
is perhaps unthinkably wicked hut is 
nonetheless an everyday normality. Mo.st 
Capitalist advertising is therefore an utter 
atrocity and those who contribute to¬ 
wards its continuation arc criminals 
against humanity. Most anarchists. 1 
think* would basically agree with this 
evaluatrart but (heorefi’ca/ correctness 
without constructvve action is of lillk 
real value, U is iragically and comically 
absurd lo talk about vanishing the Capi¬ 
talist system if by our admen-moiivated 
spending we help to strengthen it. How 
many of us are not honestly victims in 
the vast Consumer Machine? Which of 
us actually read the small print on every 
package; are fully aware of why and 
what wc buy? 

Any constructive struggle for individual: 
survival or mental sanity necessitates 
considerable sclf-cducation and the men¬ 
tal-slog involved. For instance, lo buy 
food wisely today demands a certain 
familiarity with dietary and nutritional 
matters and some knowledge of body 
chemistry, not to mention a workable 
understanding of toxic food additives. 
Thus one can cat fairly cheaply* be far 
healthier and avoid comparative exploita¬ 
tion, Pleading inequality of opportunity 
is a defeatist self-indulgence for our con¬ 
temporary educational system is a self- 
perpetuating institution which exists to 
condition children into accepting the 
values of a competitive and acquisitive 
society. Schools are concentration camps 
in which children are moulded into 
vegetables only equipped to contribute 
towards ihe continued functioning of a 
corrupt society. Orthodox knowledge* as 
imparted to the layman, is largely a 
matter of public relations distortion and 
only empirical research and creative ex¬ 
perimentation can truly give the lie to 
television commercials and whitc-coated 
admen. Today real education is mainly 
a matter of ridding ourselves of wrong 
ideas; clearing away accumulated mental- 
garbage. To be honestly liberated from 
Capitalism first involves a clear recogni¬ 
tion of the factual inaccuracies and pro¬ 
pagandist lies we have long unconsciously 
cherished as ahsolulc truth. So those of 
us who haven’t received advanced formal 
academic training or instruction have a 
head start in the clearing process (I went 
to a bum secondary mode in school and 
consider ii an invaluable advantage in 
mentahrubbish demolition). 

Most xcienti^tx* teaclicrs* doctors, re- 
sciirclicrs, ‘Speeiulisls’ and so on are bul 
willing and servile* albeit highly rewarded 
lackeys of the Capita list sy.steni. ’Hie 
Capitalist system is based upon profit 
and profit is based upim eoasumption 
and cnnsuniption is ba.sed upon demand* 
If is Capitalism’s job in iTCale such a 
deniand hy convincing people of a need* 
It is the miarclnsfs job to convince 
people of their Irue need and ihai is not 
Ihc consumption oF trash and the proli¬ 
feration of rubbish. 


Da\t Cunliffe. 
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Vj^HEN THE NEW back page was 
first introduced into Freedom, one 
of the editors wrote the following; 
‘1 would say that the vast majority of 
the present readership of Freedom arc 
not industrial workers and so it is 
hoped, with the new hack page, that 
more workers in industry will buy the 
paper, leading to the spread of Anarcho- 
Syndicalist idisas. This in its turn should 
help the workers in their day-to-day 
struggle for higher wages and bcUer 
conditions. We want more men and 
women in industry to accept our ideas. 
This is the job we - must do and if we 
don't, we will remain small and 
ineffectual,' 

Wc are the first to admit that we 
have not achieved this. Nevertheless 
we have made some headway and this 
is mainly due to a few comrades, who, 
like ff.B. and members of Manchester 
Anarchist Group, arc willing to man a 
picket line at an early hour and lake 
the trouble to write for and sell 
Freedom- 

The writers of the letter (see this page), 
criticising the article 'Stockport Strikers 
and Syndicalism*. sa>' that the 'sensible 
syndicalisL apparently, makes no attempt 
to upset the slriicturc of the bureau oral ie, 
hierarchical capitalist organisation; just 
plays Big Daddy comforting hurt little 
boys instead of helping them to grow 
up'. We would reply that what a 
few comrades in the Manchester area 
were doing was assisting and expressing 
their solidarity with the Stockport 
strikers, This is not 'comforting hurt 
little boys', hut showing an awareness 
of the fact that disputes are not just 
isolated events, but involve other workers 
and that it is the concern, not only 

Success for 
Direct Action 

Dear Comrades. 

Such welcome newi as appeared in 
Freedom, the capitulation by the NAB 
to East London Libertarian Group''s cam* 
paign against the Ministry of Social 
Security, should be extended throughout 
the country. The bureaucrats, operating 
an irresponsible bureaucracy—it is lime 
for exposure. 1 object to the Gestapo- 
t>^pe methods used to gain information^ 
to the extent of even employing in* 

Having been a victim ftrj j-nafiy 
of the NAB. my basic income was £4 Bis. 
a week sickness benefit (and still is), and 
£2 2s. national assistance. My wife took 
a job, her manager exposed it to the 
local NAB so they issued threats and in 
consequence deducted iO/- a week from 
■my sickness benefit and therefore stopped 
the NAB allowance. Now it'^s £4 10s. 
sickness benefit. £2 2s. NAB and de¬ 
pendant's benefit £2 16s„ a total of 

£9 6s. for two people to live on. Rent 
is £2 4s. 2d. 

1 do not mind ihis having the wudest 
publicity possible; it might also be of 
interest to Ron Bailey. 

Fraternally, 

13 Road, E. Wjllfams. 

Pem5ury* 

Tunbridge Wells, Ken! 


MOVING FUND 

Targe! is £500. 

Received 1o Dale— h£4J5 9s. 2d. 

PREMISES FUND 

Target is £1,000 per year. 

Pledges hfiiuiured to dale and donn- 
tknw —£423 4 s, 2 d, 


Slipping! 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Eslimaled Expensesi 

29 week*. ai £90: £2,610 
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A REPLY TO CRITICS 


of the Roberts Arundel strikers, but 
of all workers, that they should win 
their dispute. We would say that be¬ 
cause other trade unionists were con¬ 
cerned, a victory was eventually won. 

How'ever, it is doubtful if those taking 
pan became anarchists becauw of their 
experience, but w-e would mafntain that 
it is experience at this level which 
stimulates a political consciousness and 
that once learned, the lessons are not 
forgotten. Anarchist propaganda should 
be made to all sections of the popu¬ 
lation, but by assisfing and being 
involved in a particular dispute, com¬ 
rades have a good opportunity to make 
our ideas known. 

By criticising the quote of Malatcsta 
that workers cannot arrive at anarchism 
in one leap, J. Robinson and M. Canipa 
write that every revolutionary situation 
shows that 'anarchism is what ordinary 
people make for in one heroic loapV 
But ordinary people do this in certain 
situations, when that situation corres¬ 
ponds to their needs and interests. What 
the writers of 'Stockport Striken and 
Syndicalism’ said was that 'To be use¬ 
fully occupied in the social struggle is 
more valuable than any amount of 
ideological pro pagan da^ 

it seems rhat both the writers of the 
article and the letter are mixed up 
because surely to be 'usefully occupied 
in the social struggle* means tha! at 
some time or other, anarchist ideas 
will become involved and will be of 
significant value at some period. Once 


that stage is reached, then anarchist 
ideas arc acted upon if by instinct. 
But even though pcop^^ may adopt our 
ideas in certain situa*^^ons, what looks 
like developing into the social revolution 
has usually collap^®^ . there are 

just not enough anarehists to push it on. 

Many students, and especially young 
workers, warned of the betrayal of the 
Communist Farty^s acceptance of a 
general election in rfnnce, but because 
of their numerical ^^akness and the 
fad that their propaganda had not 
penetrated to enough of the ordinary 
people, the French hourgeols society 
survived. 

In a revolutionary situation, people 
do take control, run essential services, 
help farmers to grow^ food and see 
that this is transported to the people 
of the towns. This happened in Nantes 
as L Robinson and M, Canipa briefly 
mention.* Whether you call the popu¬ 
lation of Nantes and those living m the 
surrounding countryside, ordinary people 
or workers, they certainly did not 'need 
Capita I isml 

Wc expected some criticism of this 
article, and when it was set, we did 
intend to include a 'strap tide', Vicwpoini 
and Discussion, Wc could have made 
an 'editorial riposte* (or just a reply), 
but we would have made different poinis 
to those in the letter, such as who arc 
the trade union bosses interested in 
workers' control (In fact the point the 
Manchester Group raised about the 
Communist Party,) 


We do, however, have criticisms, like 
the writers of the letter, of some groups 
who take Freedom in very^ small quan¬ 
tities and sell it to their own comrades* 
so gelling it on the cheap at group 
discount rates. We do welcome the 
names and addresses of the groups in 
Freedom as long as they are viable. 
Selling Frbedom is not a condition for 
inclusion, hut conning us is hardly 
anarchistic and the space could he 
used for more useful purposes. 

As editors we do get attacked from 
many quarters and we expect this. We 
do think there is a movement, bur 
it lacks organisation and no amount of 
getting together at conferences will 
remedy this, only a wiflingncss to get 
down to the hard work of becoming 
involved in the problems of the com¬ 
munity and making anarch is i propaganda 
in their areas. 

To this end, we would like to quote 
Malatesta: 'For us it is not all that 
important that the workers should want 
more or less; what is important is that 
they should to get what they want, 
by their own efl'orts, by their direct 
action against the capitalists and ihe 
government. A small improvement 
achieved by one's own effon is worth 
more, in its effect on morale—materially 
too, in the long term—than a large-scale 
reform granted by government or capi¬ 
talists for doubiful ends or even out of 
the "kindness of their hearts"'+ 

Editors. 

*We hope to print soon an account of 
‘Nantes —,4ff entire town discovers 
Popular Power', which lUustrates our 
point. 

tFmm Malatesta, Life and Ideas, p. 126, 
By V. Richards. 



ort Strikers & Syndicalism 


Dear Comrades, 

We feel that we must reply to the 
article by Brian Bamford and Jim Pinker¬ 
ton, which is inaccurate to say the least. 

Tn the first instance, great play is made 
of the Roberts-Arundci .strike We are 
treated to rave notices about John Tocher 
(a member of the central committee of 
the Communist Party), but there is no 
explanation of the role of the CP. The 
CP and/or AEU may have organised a 
strike fund to pay fines and lawyers fees, 
but the main point for anarcho-syndi¬ 
calists is how they conducted themselves 
during the struggle. 

Tbcy 'Opposed the radical 

demands made by the more militant wor¬ 
kers who wanted to occupy the factory. 
The CP's solution was to appeal to the 
mayor, Maurice Orbach, MF. Gunter, 
the then Minister of Labour, and other 
'lefts’. In short they were leading workers 
up a constitutional blind alley as usual. 

We must compare this struggle with 
another struggle which took place more 
recently at a chemical works in the Clay¬ 
ton area of Manchester. Here, 60 process 
workers held a sii-ln strike to demand 
union recognition. The strike which 
lasted 5 hours was successful and workers 
did not even lose their pay for this 
period. In this case the shop steward 
was influenced by syndicalist ideas. 

What a 'piss poor propaganda approach' 
is or 'pure ideas' is, are beyond com¬ 
prehension, but we are of the opinion 
that syndicalism is beyond the friendly 


societies stage. 

U is easy to sec how B.B. and LP. 
conceived such ideas about comrades in 
the north-west. II is probably due to the 
fact that they never attempt to contacl 
anyone. The only time we are aware thal 
they exist is when they write ill-informed 
articles for Freedom. They have both 
been notified of al! our activities* but 
have not responded. 

Al the moment the Manchester Anar¬ 
chist Group is growing. Dur future plans 
include a free speech campaign, Frej^dom 
selling in various towns and campaigning 
against racism If B.B. and J.P. are doing 
something that they consider more use¬ 
ful, in their respective towns, we wish 
they would lei us know. 

Jan Marsden. M. MrrafPXL, 

R MarSDEN, B SmiTTEEWORTB. 

.Slhf. Warndck. P. Bolchover 

G. Liitnir M, LEioir. 


Not Enough 
Propaganda 

Dear C omrades, 

Lest anyone should take for acqui- 
esccnoe the absence of editorial riposte 
to the statement in last week's article 
'Sirickport Strikers and Syndicalism': 'So 
it is that the leadership of our movement 
often goes to the best organised groups, 
like the Freedom Press group', may wc 
ask what leadership? what movement? 
what organization? 

Freedom has more and more over the 
past few years given generously of ii,s 
space and facilities lo group news ard 
co-ordination. So generously, in fact* 
that it has become more of a clearing 


house for group transactions and less of 
a vehicle For the propagation of anarchist 
ideas than one would wish. This is a 
somewhat one-sided bargain and leaves 
not the smallest room for justification 
of the silly gripe quoted above. 

However, this is not the most objec¬ 
tionable point of the article. Wbai B.R- 
and J P. appear to resent is that Freedom 
should make any anarchist propaganda 
at all, h would seem they think it 
would be- better if syndicalism had no¬ 
thing to do with anarchism. The sensible 
syndicali.sL apparently, makes no attempt 

I w 1 rf* of bu rca ucra t ic, 

hieTarcnical capitaliii organtziiuwi.. j—% 
plays Big Daddy comforting hurt tittle 
boys instead of helping them to grow up, 
'They (the workers! . . . listen with in¬ 
terest to anyone who shows any concern 
for them,' Including any LiberaL Com¬ 
munist or even paternal Consenative on 
the look-out for a few easy votes in the 
next election? ‘They snap up anarchist 
papers like Frfeix)M, as they did both at 
Arundels and during the Hey wood Cranes 
dispute. ’ We’ve noticed this. They buy 
the paper they arc mentioned in exactly 
as people buy the local paper containing 
a photo of a family wedding. They buy 
that issue, they don't become readers. 
Maybe this is the fauh of our propa¬ 
ganda. Maybe again it indicates the 
opposite of what B.B, and J,P. deduce 
from it. Maybe wc would have niore 
impact if wc said more anarchistic things 


UTTERS 

Pushed Around 

Dear Comrades, 

I should like to point out that in my 
opinion 1 have never come across a case 
so understated as that of disci imination 
against women, particularly in the case 
of the unmarried mother, than the article 
in July 13 issue by Arthur Ulolh. 

As one who has been unfortunate 
enough to be born female, and to have 
suffered first-hand some of the richer 
experiences of lif*^ as a second-class 
cilizcAt such as persecution by a brain- 
wa.shed mother (you be home by tO no 
niiUler what your hroihei docs!); being 
pushed around like a lump of meat on 
a hutcher’s slab in childbirth (scream and 
rn slap ynvil); being beaten for suspected 
infidelity on evidence no court of law 
would accept; being told politely by an 
under-age spoUy htpHlog shop assisuvnt 
liT take home a Hire Purchase agreemeni 
for my husband to sign and. above all, 
being refused flat after llai (a) because I 
have a child, and (h) becatisc 1 have no 
husband living with me. I have slaved 
my guts out in ^ lory for Iwo-thiids 
the wage of male cu-workers and been 
exploited not only by capitalists but by 
niy own comrades because of my sex. 

'Hie ctmimcepri^'C pit] 
heralded as the greatest 'equaliser ,siiice 
the CoU 45. OK, so 1 dem't get pregnanl. 
but even the pill doesn't remove I he in¬ 
stinctive prejudices m men’s minds. How 


about wage slavery and its abolition than 
about supporting wage demands. (French 
workers rccenily on strike in Nantes had 
as their slogan 'Enormous wage rises 
without a change in the political and 
economic structures equals a rise in the 
cost of living and return to misery in n 
few^ months’,) 

In their obsession with leadership the 
writers give us Bakunin and Malatesta 
as authorities for their position. Mala- 
testa said so much that it could not all 
be of equal value. The bit they quote 
sounds like arrogant rubbish: '.Apart 
from a small number of individuals more 
and. capable of abstract 
and theoretical emnmitu.i..,. lU,. worker 
cannot arrive at anarchism in one leap.* 

Notwithstanding the dockers and meat 
porters marching for Enoch, every revo¬ 
lutionary situation shows that when it 
occurs (although it has usually been 
started by a small more fully aware, 
group) anarchism is what ordinary 
people make for in one heroic leap. They 
get pulled back by the more educated 
individuals capable of abstract thought 
and theoretical enthusiasms about mili¬ 
tant unionism and obsessed with organi¬ 
sation and the mystique of the workers 
and the dass stniggJe. Isn’t this why the 
CGT was able to emasculate the May 
Days strike in France? Isn't the in¬ 
sistence on isolating people and identify¬ 
ing them as Workers a powerful prop 
of Capitalism, private or state? For just 
as God needs the Devil and the police¬ 
man needs the criminal the Workers 
need Capitalism. 

Yours fraternally, 

J. Robinson. 

15 . 7.68 M. Canipa. 


many times have 1 seen and loathed the 
sneering and sniggering that goes on 
among young men even in so-called liber¬ 
tarian circles about a girl vvho ‘kips 
around*. Are we not entitled* as well as 
you, to find a partner that is sexually as 
weil as socially compatible, or should wc 
follow grandmother's advice, 'do.se your 
eyes and think of I he flag!' 

If 1 were a negro, a peasant, a refugee, 
a colonial, or a menial deficient, there 
would be a movement to liberate me and 
make me equal to my 'fellow man’ (and 
why are human beings always referred to 
as MANkind?). But no I am a woman 
and therefore a second-class citizen—and 
nobody will lift a finger to liberate me 
and my unrorUiimtc contemporaries. 

As lo your conclusion on law reform, 
Comrade Ldoih, may 1 point out that like 
the law itself, it is a complete and utter 
irrelevancy. The reform needs lo come 
from the minds of men. Gne cannot 
advocate law reform when the prejudice 
exists In the personal relationship he- 
iween every man and every woman. 

Thousands of years ago the Vogis 
found an answer to the problem. They 
called it Tantra Yoga: a sexual uniort 
which eliminates the plundering, pillaging, 
dominating role of the male and results, 
not in physical orgasm, but an orgasm 
of the mind. 

Any complete emancipation of women 


FIFTH COLUMN 

T he SCOTTISH and Welsh Nationalist 
parties continue lo flourish and to 
provide good copy for blnsc London 
Kuimalists and TV men The reaction 
of the established political parties baa 
changed from contempt to serious con¬ 
cern. Whatever happens to Wilson’s 
economic miracle between now and 
Election Day the next parliament will 
probably include more nationalists than 
liberals. 

The Libera! Party has always been 
stronger in Wales and Scotland than in 
England. Now it is being swamped by 
the nalicmalists. 

The current disillusionment with offi¬ 
cial politics has inspired a certain growth 
in the revolutionary left and the authori¬ 
tarian right. In Scotland and Wales both 
these tendencies—-and a number of 
others—seem to exist in the nationalist 
parties. Of course there are anarchists 
and fascists in Scotland and Wales, hut 
it seems to me that there would be more 
if fhe nationalist parties were not there. 

They have attracted to their cause 
young people who would olheiwise not 
participate in official politics—as Semi tor 
McCarthy has succeeded in recruiting 
canvassers from the ranks of the radical 
students. The nationalist parties are seen 
as opponents of the political establish¬ 
ment—therefore as appropriate vehicles 
for the expression of unconventional and 
rebellious views. The radical Young 
Liberals who remain within their party 
do so for similar reasons. 

The fact that these parries and 
campaigns include conservative and reac¬ 
tionary Icndencics is forgotten or dis¬ 
missed as unimportant. 

Minority parties and j^ditical cam¬ 
paigns such as Senator McCarthy's tend 
to lose their unity if they become success- 
fuL If the nationalist parties were granted 
some of their demands by the English 
they wouldn’t know what to do. 

It is one thing to say: wc dinna want 
Polaris. Quite another to agree about 
what is to happen when Yankee basts 
are removed from Scottish soil Some 
nationalists will demand the total aboli¬ 
tion of the armed forces: others the 
resurrection of the Argylls. There are 
probably some kilted highlanders who 
nurse the secret hope that Scotland will 
one day launch its own independent 
nuclear deterrent with a bottle of Scotch. 

It h tempting to dismiss all those who 
have joined the nationalist parties as 
romanl'ic fools or react totiarv V. oaves 
Bui some oT mc\% slogans niivc a uuci- 

tarian ring. When fhe nationtilis! parties 
disintegrate—^^for whatever reason—-they 
will leave behind a number of potential 
anarchists. Wyneord Hrexs. 


would need a similar solution: perhaps 
even simple bi-scxuality is the answer: 
total sexual equality. 

In the meantime you men had better 
watch out because in your conceit you 
have overlooked one vital factor. With 
the innovation of deep frozen sperm 
banks you have procrealionally become 
redundant—we can do without you! 
c/o Peace News Barbara Higgins. 

Going Ahead 
With AFB 
Conference 

Dear Comrades, 

Since nobody has publicly objected to 
our holding the AFB Conference here in 
Liverpool, we are going ahead. We will 
shortly be circularising the groups listed 
in the AFB, 

In the absence of any counter-propo¬ 
sals, Merseyside Anarchists arc organising 
the AFB Conference in Liverpool, 

Our group was formed only six months 
ago and its members are mostly young 
and new to the Anarchist Movement. 
Holding the AFB Conference in Liver¬ 
pool is a lazy way of finding out what 
the Movement is like. Also a truly anar¬ 
chist federation should have no centre 
and it is good for the AFB Conference 
10 move about a bit. 

We have the use of Gt. Georges ^t^ 
ex-Congregaiional Church which is in 
the process of being converted into a 
community arts centre. The Church is a 
very singular building; seating in the 
main ball is set out in a roughly circular 
arrangemem and there is an oval balcony 
above. 

The Conference is planned for the 
weekend of September 21/22. Accom¬ 
modation of one sort or another will be 
available for everybody that turns up, 
but we'd like to know roughly how many 
people to expect. 

Hoping to see you here, 

John B. Cowan, 
for Merseyside Anarchists. 

16 Devonshire Hoad, 

Liverpool, 8 
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PEOPLE 
AND SAFETY 


A VOTE of 56 to 43, the 
delegates of the London Trans^^ 
port busmen showed the municipal 
busmen how to eat their own vomit 
for after five hours of 'boisterous 
debate’ they ended two years of 
muscle-flexing and simple-minded 
rhetoric by accepting the employer's 
terms and one can only ask why did 
we have to go through two years of 
girlish charade before kissing the 
employer’s arse in token of this 
abject surrender. And now we ask, 
what happened to all those brave 
gestures of yesteryear, for we were 
always suckers for the pounded 
table and the raised finger and those 
defiant phrases hurled fearlessly into 
the chairman’s report held our ad¬ 
miration and our attention in the 
loneliness of those union committee 
room meetings and, dare we ask, 
what happen^ to the demand for a 



Contact Column 

This column exists for mutual aid. 
Dooa lions towards cos I of typesettiug 
jviit be welcome. 


Comrades of *Lc Libcrtairc', organ of the 
Anarchisl Federal Union (French), 
would like to correspond with com¬ 
rades in Britain, Contact Rene Lec- 
Jainche, Boite No. 1, 41 Chaiiles. 
C.C.P. Orleans, France. 

KirLdnle Sdioot (liberlarjan private day 
school) urgently needs: (a) an assistant 

__ ivuxsKjrv IasicHu:. X V-SV, 

pJIfly-Jeader type teacher—preferably 
male—for the 5-10 age group (both 
to start in September); and (c) money. 
Tf you can help in any way» please 
contact John & Susie Powlcslaml, 
186 Kirkdale, S.E.26. SYD 0149. 

May 28th Movenicm, c/o Guildford 
School of Art. Student Action Com¬ 
mittee, Down House* Down Road. 
Guildford, Surrey. TeL; 0483 65S38 
or 01-629 2769. 

Anarchist Inteniational Summer Camp. 
This year at 'Camping Jobel' in 
ihe village of Turnos. 4 km* from 
Bayonne, 12 km. from Biarritz. 
August 1-31, Inf. from 'Les Amis 
de la Nature; Camping Jobel, 
Tarnos 40, France. 

October *67, a 16 mm. 17 min. sound film 
featuring CAS^L Adrian Mitchell. 
Tariq Ali, Allan Krebs, Police Bru¬ 
tality. Bookable from Cast, 161 West 
End Lane, NW.6. 328 2409. 

CNT Suomier ('amp, July I/August 30. 
Cost i Franc per day. 13 km. from 
Monlargis and 7 ktn. from Belle- 
guarde (North Central France), 
further information from Camping 
CNT Roque IJop, 24 Rue Stc* 
Manhc, Pans (Xc), France 

RoAemimiUi Aberdeen Fight 

the rates mcrca.se, For direct act ion 
contact Ian S Sutherland. K F.ssle- 
mont Avenue, Aberdeen, 

Nuficekuke Aclioii. For delails about 
action at Nancckuie (Cornwall) con¬ 
tact Douglas K upper, 58 I re ton Road, 
London. N.19. 

Unusual Sung^ -Unusual Singers, cheap 
rates, anywhere, any time. Aberdeen 
Folksong Workshtjp, c o lain Mac- 
Donald, 15 C-otlon Street. Alrerdcen. 

Kenya. Wanted one or two people will¬ 
ing to try progresiiive methods in 
teaching English in a generally 
authoritarian school From January 
1969 onwards. Write fgr details |o: 
E. G MalthewH, P.O Box 90. Kaka- 
mego. Kenya. 

Addio Liifpimi ilella (33 r.p.m, 12'" record) 
anthology of Italian anarchist songs. 
Price $4 from Hdizioni del GalJo 
s.p.a,, 13 via Sansovino - 1 20133 
Milan (Italy). 

Work wntiled. Woman teacher, refugee 
from Stale school rat race seeks work. 
Near Greenford preferred- Box 12. 

Voluiitury Work Team* Present address: 
30 Colne Road, Brierlield. Neisem. 

Pence News—^Weekly, price I/- from 5 
Caledonian Road, London, N, I. 

Direct Aefinu—Monthly* 6d* from 34 
Cumberland Rood, London. E,17, 

If yon wiat to make contact let in know. 


£l on the basic wage? 

It was indeed a bitter hour for the 
busworkers throughout the country 
for they have been betrayed all 
along the line. The Government has 
been more than fortunate in this 
showdown between the rank and file 
over the wage freeze policy for a 
section of the working class, whose 
daily occupation bears immediately 
on the comfort and the well-being 
of the mass of the general public, 
have, against their choice, been 
thrown into the forefront of the 
battle. [ write this without any 
attempt at irony for many a goodly 
man who is prepared to give placid 
suppon to a miner or a factory' 
worker on strike will spit blood at 
a striking milkman for not leaving 
him his pint of morning milk. 

On Tuesday* July 15. the dele¬ 
gates for the London busworkers 
decided the future of those 33*0(X) 
people ill a sell-oui that must be 
without parallel in contemporary 
union history. This was no small 
group of bitter men driven to despe¬ 
ration by economic pressure and 
geographical isolation and so forced 
to accept a sell-out of their meagre 
industrial rights to a triumphani 
employer. These were the accredited 
representatives of the busmen’s sec¬ 
tion of the London TGW union and 
in five hours they perpetrated a 
betrayal of ihcir members' interests 
that all who took part in it must 
always remember with shame. 

Two or three weeks ago 1 wrote 
of the plans for guerilla strike action 
a/id^ .aii jiie ceigt- of xtte^^^lpap opera 
that was Fojsled on to tfie men at the 
branch meetings and in branch after 
branch, with but a few gutless ex¬ 
ceptions. the men were prepared to 
take action in defence of their jobs 
and now, without any reference 
back to their branches, the delegates 
have accepted, in the men's name, 
permission to cut their own throats. 

For a £1 a week minimum pro* 
ductivitv rise they have agreed, in 
the men’s name, that within a month 
250 one-man operated buses will be 
out on the road and at least 500 by 
the end of the year. All-day stand¬ 
ing to be accepted and a speed-up 
of schedules, composite licences by 
which a man can be ordered to work 
either as a driver or conductor at 
the discretion of an officiak the 
slashing of routes to please, not the 
public, but the schedules department 
and various other small items that 
the national press did not consider 
worth reporting. 7'his is the crying 
scandal of the delegates action that 
the rank and file have been sold 
down the river without even know¬ 
ing what Ihc final price is for this 
Judas agree menu 
The Negotiating Cummittee adtip- 
ted a rather shy air at the delegate 
conference and even Brother Bill 
Jones for taice chtjse lo remain 
silent. When it was pul (o the vote 
ihat the oiler by London Transport 
should be referred back to the 
brariches for ihe men \a decide, ihc 
delegates by a clear voting maji>rily 
declared NO and demanded tiuii 
they should accept the cm()!oycr’s 


oiler in the men’s name so that 
thousands of men and women face 
the possibility of losing their jobs 
within a Few years by virtue of an 
agreement that thev have never been 
allowed to see before it was signed. 

All that i$ left for the delegates to do 
now is to return to their individual 
garages and ta attempt to put over one 
of the shabbiest: coti games of recent 
years and they have no one to blame but 
themselves [or, of their own egotistical 
authority, they signed away a lifetime of 
working-class siruggie for a f 1 a week 
bonus. 

And who gains? The public? Tliis 
day, even as I type these words, notices 
have gone up \n all garages warning 
conductors to be aware of fare increases 
and this is hut foretoken. Better ser¬ 
vices? The one-man buses are not to he 
in addition but in place of existing two- 
man operated buses. Faster services? 
Only on paper, for the routes will he 
shorter and the turn-round quicker but 
you, little comrade, will still queue as 
you did before and pay more for the 
privilege. The men? In one year’s time 
what will that £l be worth as it sinks 
into the bog of rising prices and what 
will the union then, have to sell of our 
rights'} Only the employer and ihc 
Government have won anything in this 
betrayal of the London busmen by ihcir 
delegates. 

Now these seif-same delegates have the 
job of explaining to the men at their 
individual garages how and w^hen they 
will have to face the sack as they arc 
marked up for. sweet word, redundancy. 
"The employers are compelled by law to 
keep 3% of infirmed people on their 
payroll', and ( quote, 'They can only 
transfer y'ou 

... voluntary*, gnd I 

quote, and this on behalf of an employer 
who swore on Mb; Beaton’s Cookery 
Book, less than a ’year ago, that there 
was no fear of any man or woman losing 
their job. 

And 1 answer back and say god help 
the poor sod whojgoes sick or commits 
a minor infringetucnt of the regulation.^ 
when there is irtore staff than can be 
found work for. [And now the union 
representatives are having to .shuflle 
around the garages, like Portobello Road 
short change artists, trying to explain 
away how the employer intends to halve 
his labour force without sacking anyone 
and what else must be sold in exchange 
for that II bonus, minus tax. 

When the unemployment figures are 
the highest since the end of the war. 
we can rightly claim that we have been 
betrayed and we have betrayed others. At 
a time when 77,000 kiunicipal busworkers 
have voted by 37 to 19 for strike 
action; when 15,000 Glasgow busworkers 
have voted for an|overt3me ban: when 
16,000 British Road Service men arc 
demanding strike action; when 300 bus- 
workers at Doncaster arc on strike and 
men at Southampton. Greenock and 
Clydeside are working to rule and 
banning overtime, the London busmen 
are studying who and how to sack 
their fellow workmen that. jackaMike, 
wc may have a tiny portion of their 
wages for betraying them. Frank Cousins 
has warned of the dangers of that 
£500 fine and the threat that union 
leaders might go to prison if they 
con I ravens Ihc Prices and Incomes Act 
and from the bottom of my heart 1 cry 
to Barbara Minister of Employment and 
Produclivily ra.stie ihal she takes our 
union femlerx, for they are of more 
use to her than they are to Ihc I,ondon 
buswurkers. 


O UR LEADERS CARE for us. That 
is the message of the July issue of a 
paper called Safety and Rescue which 
all readers of Freitoom ought to read if 
they want a sick laugh. 

The front page is devoted to a report 
of the British Safety CoundFs national 
safety awards banquet in Guildhall under 
the headline ^What Matters is People' 
Robens. Yes. Alf ‘Aberfan’ Robens had 
come to the incredibly human conclusion 
that people are more important than 
money. 

In a speech described as statesmanlike 
he says: 'What matters in the world to¬ 
day and in our lives is not the accumu- 
Jation of wealth. The greatest treasure 
in this nation of ours is its people. They 
are worth taking care of. I have the 
"Baimur-tu-be Chairman of an organisa¬ 
tion employing moJtK than anyone 

else in Europe, 

'But I say that people don^t work for 
an organisation or a company. Hiatus 
nonsense. People work for people. And 
they give of their best when they meet a 
decent human response from those above 
them. 

This is a great nation and it will be 
even greater because we base it on decent 
family life principles—and people arc 
important to us. So long as wc arc 
looking after people we shall never fail*' 
The report continues—Lord Robens 
gestured towards Churchill’s statue; That 
man over there—Churchill. He under¬ 
stood people. He spoke to them the way 
that they understood. Believe me, T have 
one simple philosophy—people matter. 

'That is how we shall e.vercise our in¬ 
due nee in the world. Not by massive air 
forces and armies, but because we can 
influence people: because we know how 
to do it; because wc truly appreciate it 
. . . that people matter.* 

'What could be said to follow that?' 
continues the adoring journabst. 'The 
evening was finished. Industry went back 
to its bench, Gog and Magog gazed over 
an empty Hall, TThe smell of the shop- 
floor had left the City for another 
year. . . 

Just in case you have any unworthy 
suspicions, Alf (described as 'the man 
who cares') earlier said: ’Safety and 
profitability go hand in hand.’ 

And: 'Managemeni and men mtist sit 
together to make safety a practical thing. 
We can't deny our responsibilities at the 
top. We have to provide the leadership 
and the tools for the job. And if we give 
the lead from the top it goes right 
through to the shop floor.’ 

Also at the banquet was the Lord 
Mayor of London, Sir Gilbert IngJefickl 
—’the man who has made so tremendous 
u mark on his ollicc by his patronage of 
the arts and hia work for the hungry 
peoples of the svorIcF. He even thought 
of them at the banquet. 

His comribution was: To save lives is 
a Christian principle and 1 am old 
fashioned enough to think that human 
life is a very sacred thing.’ Good tor 
you Gilbert 

On page 6 is an article by the people 
who care for our safely discussing the 
question: ‘Should industry he conccined 
with a man's safety even when he's not 
at work?’ 

[)nc of those discussing the question 
is Mr. M Eurl who is the .safety officer 
uf the niipnlm manufacturers Dow 
Chemical Co, Ltd. (Burn a Vietnam 
peasant in absolute safety?) 

Jn a two-page article he makes two 
comments. First his answer to the ques¬ 


tion was *No, 1 don't. It would be a 
tremendous job to check on everybody 
who is away from work, and I really 
don't think it would be practical.’ At 
the end he says: Tm inclined to change 
my own view' and agree that industry 
certainly ought to take a long, hard look 
at this problem ' 

Mr* W. H, Cor less, safely olficer for 
Cani Gears Ltd., betrays the real reason 
for concern over safety. 'Whether a man 
sustains an injury at work, playing foot¬ 
ball, canoe mg or just mowing the lawn, 
he is still a loss to the productive effort 
of the company * 

Another safety officer emphasises the 
point: Tf a chap's involved in an out-of- 
work accident and he’s part of a gang, 
production line or team—or in some 
cases even if Jie Wi!ilLS.**oji —/t 

fr^ wen fly means (hat other men are held 
up and can’t w<3Tk at alV' 

It is clear these men agree with Lord 
Robens that what matters most is not 
the accumulation of w'ealth but people. 

Send off now for your copy of this 
intriguing journal from the British Safety 
Council, Mason House, 163-173 Pracd 
Street, W.2. 

MR 


ENDING IT ALL 

Continued from page 2 
, . . they add enormously to the con¬ 
sequences of failure. Our time has 
been called *'the age of anxiety’\ and 
it seems that the student experiences 
more anxiety than young people working 
in other fields. F. Zw^eig writes about 
them: *'They struck me as old. laden with 
responsibilities, care and worries . , 

Tt would appear that social factors 
play the largest part, or a very large 
part at least. Isolation is an important 
one. In cultures where the large or 
extended family still exists, where there 
is little privacy, the suicide rate h low. 
But before we raise a cheer for the good 
old days let us not forget that in such 
societies the homicide rate is corres¬ 
pondingly high, most of the killing being 
within, or connected with the family. 

As opposed to serious suicide attempts 
there are the half-hearted or hysterical 
attempts made by some people as an 
appeal for help or a form of blackmail. 
No doubt some of the Christian venom 
directed at the would-be suicide has 
just a tiny germ of justification in 
the latter case. A person must be 
desperate indeed to go to such lengths 
to get others ti> do what he or she 
wants, but it can be exasperating for 
someone who.se arrangements may be 
thrown completely out of order to accom¬ 
modate the needs of a would-be suicide^ 
who, once his or her desires have been 
gained, reverts to normalcy with sus¬ 
picious speed. 

On the w'tiole one can conclude that 
suicide is neither a sin nor a crime. 
The world being what it is, it is 
surprising that more people do not kill 
themselves than already do. 

A.WU 


WE GO TO PRESS ON MONDAY. 
LATEST DATE FOR RECEIPT OF 
MSH^ LETTERS, MEETING NOTICES 
IS THE MONDAY IN EACH WTEIK 
OF PUBUCATTON, 
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